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SPIRITUAL  AND  MORAL 
TRAINING  TO  HELP  THE  CHILD 

STAND  FIRM  UNDER 
THE  PRESSURES  OF  LIFE 

by  President  David  O.  McKay 


Many  years  ago,  by  appointment,  I  attended  the 
White  House  Conference  on  Child  Welfare  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.  One  of  the  most  important  of  the 
19  declarations  made  in  the  Children's  Charter, 
which  was  circulated  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  was  perhaps  the  greatest  document  on  child 
interest  ever  published  by  any  nation,  was: 

Every  child  is  to  have  spiritual  and  moral  train- 
ing to  help  him  stand  firm  under  the  pressures  of 
life.  What  a  noble  declaration!  What  a  high  aspira- 
tion! 

The  child  is  a  dual  being — he  is 
a  physical  entity  and  a  spiritual 
entity  combined  in  one.  Some  of 
our  modern  psychologists  may  take 
exception  to  this,  but  the  dual  na- 
ture of  man  is  an  established  fact 
in  the  gospel.  We  know  that  this  is 
true.  In  the  development  of  the 
body,  or  in  satisfying  the  appetites 
of  the  body,  we  may  develop  cer- 
tain traits  or  habits.  In  the  devel- 
opment of  the  spirit,  we  may  like- 
wise develop  certain  qualities  or 
attributes.  Read  Galatians  chap- 
ter five,  verses  19  to  25,  and  you 
will  learn  of  the  works  of  the  flesh 
and  of  the  fruits  of  the  spirit. 

THE    FRUITS   OF   THE    SPIRIT 

Let  us  consider  a  few  suggestions  which  will  help 
the  mother  in  the  home,  the  teacher,  and  also  the 
child  in  his  social  surroundings,  to  develop  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit.  I  shall  name  only  four  of  the  funda- 
mentals in  moral  and  spiritual  development,  and  I 

(For  Course  8,  lessons  of  April  20  and  27,  "The  Pure  in  Heart 
Are  Honest"  and  "Out  of  the  Abundance  of  the  Heart";  for  Course 
12,  lessons  of  February  2,  March  30,  and  April  13,  "A  Leader  Is 
Guided,"  "A  Leader  Honors  His  Parents"  and  "A  Leader  Is  Against 
Evil";  for  Course  16,  lesson  of  March  16,  "Overcoming  Sin";  for 
Course  26,  lessons  of  March  16  and  April  13,  "Then  Shall  Thy  Con- 
fidence Wax  Strong"  and  "Gifts  for  the  Benefit  of  All";  to  support 
family  home  evening  lesson  29;   and  of  general  interest.) 


am  naming  them  having  in  mind,  in  imagination,  a 
class  of  young  boys  and  girls  before  me.  I  want  to 
know  what  to  arouse  in  those  little  hearts  and  minds 
so  that  they  may  taste  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit;  so 
that  they  may  be  moral  and  spiritual  in  their  ideas, 
purposes,  and  aspirations.  How  can  I  do  it?  What 
shall  I  look  for?  Stories,  suggestions,  observations 
of  life,  are  some  means  at  my  command.  What  qual- 
ities shall  I  arouse  in  my  boys  and  girls? 

Aspiration 

The  first  fundamental  I  am  go- 
ing to  name  is  Aspiration.  What 
is  aspiration?  It  is  a  yearning  for 
something  high  and  good,  an  ex- 
alted desire.  I  must  make  my 
children  yearn  to  be  better,  bigger, 
and  broader.  That  is  fundamental. 
That  is  what  the  mother  instinc- 
tively does  when  she  says  to  her 
boy,  "Mama's  big  boy  doesn't 
cry."  Intuitively  she  is  arousing  in 
that  little  child  a  desire  to  be 
better.  What  does  the  father  say 
to  his  boy  as  he  walks  by  his  side? 
"Come  on,  pal,  you  and  I  shall  go 
together" — arousing  in  that  little 
boy  the  ideal  of  "what  father  is,  I  am  going  to  be!" 
If  your  child  has  low  aims,  he  will  not  rise  to  heights 
of  goodness.  If  your  child  seeks  or  aspires  to  that 
which  is  low,  he  will  never  rise  above  it.  Let  him 
strive  and  aspire  for  the  stars,  though  he  may  reach 
only  the  housetops.  What  we  truly  and  earnestly 
aspire  to  be,  that,  in  some  sense,  we  are.  The  mere 
aspiration,  by  changing  the  frame  of  the  mind,  for 
the  moment  realizes  itself. 

About  20  years  after  George  Washington's  death, 
there  lay  one  night  in  the  backwoods  of  Indiana,  a 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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long,  lanky  boy  of  11,  intensely  interested  in  a  book 
which  he  was  reading  by  candlelight.  The  lad  was 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  book  he  was  reading  was 
Weems'  Life  of  Washington.  Undoubtedly,  some  few 
incidents  narrated  in  that  book  had  their  source  in 
the  imaginations  of  some  of  Washington's  admirers; 
but  to  the  hungry  mind  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  they 
were  as  real  as  life.  To  the  lad  Lincoln,  that  night, 
Washington  became  a  hero.  The  virtues  that  made 
the  boy  Washington  great,  the  boy  Lincoln  would 
ever  cherish.  I  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  Lincoln 
would  not  have  become  renowned,  even  if  he  had 
never  seen  in  his  youth  that  book  on  the  life  of  the 
Father  of  Our  Country;  but  I  do  believe  that 
through  that  book  Washington  became  a  "living 
light  fountain"  to  a  soul  that  basked  in  the  radiance 
of  true  nobility.  Lincoln's  mind  was  as  an  unwritten 
page  of  white  paper,  on  which  became  indelibly 
printed  such  fundamentals  of  character  as  these. 

Equally  honorable  to  himself,  and  exemplary  to 
his  young  countrymen. 

Our  private  deeds,  if  noble,  are  the  noblest  of 
of  our  lives. 

"My  son,"  George's  father  is  reputed  to  have 
said  to  him,  "I  would  ride  fifty  miles  to  see  the  little 
boy  whose  heart  is  honest  and  his  life  so  pure  that 
we  may  depend  on  every  word  he  says." 

That  ideal  of  honesty  never  became  effaced  from 
the  youthful  Lincoln's  mind. 

A  life  how  useful  to  his  country  led! 
How  loved  while  living,  how  revered  now  dead! 
Lisp!  lisp  his  name,  ye  children  yet  unborn! 
And  with  like  deeds  your  own  great  names  adorn! 

The  life  of  Lincoln  itself  is  evidence  that  the 
influence  of  this  reflection  of  Washington's  great- 
ness upon  him  is  more  than  mere  assumption  on  my 
part.  Washington's  nobility  of  soul  animated  and 
inspired  the  soul  of  the  immortal  Lincoln,  and  thus 
the  entire  world  became  doubly  blessed.  I  cite  this 
circumstance  merely  to  point  to  the  fact  that  mil- 
lions have  been  thus  made  nobler  by  Washington's 
abilty.  "Our  echoes  roll  from  soul  to  soul,  and  go 
forever  and  forever." 

Later,  when  Lincoln  became  President  of  the 
United  States  and  was  confronted  with  the  prob- 
lems of  the  great  war  of  the  rebellion,  he  said  to 
ex- Senator  James  F.  Wilson  of  Iowa,  and  others, 
regarding  how  he  felt  about  reliance  upon  God: 

My  faith  is  greater  than  yours.  I  not  only 
believe   that   Providence   is   not   unmindful  of   the 


struggle  in  which  this  nation  is  engaged,  that  if  we 
do  not  do  right,  God  will  let  us  go  our  own  way  to 
ruin;  and  that  if  we  do  right,  He  will  lead  us  safely 
out  of  this  wilderness,  crown  our  arms  with  victory, 
and  restore  our  dissevered  Union,  as  you  have  ex- 
pressed your  belief;  but  I  also  believe  He  will  com- 
pel us  to  do  right  in  order  that  He  may  do  these 
things,  not  so  much  because  we  desire  them  as  that 
they  accord  with  His  plans  of  dealing  with  this  Na- 
tion, in  the  midst  of  which  He  means  to  establish 
justice.  I  think  that  He  means  that  we  shall  do 
more  than  we  have  yet  done  in  the  furtherance  of 
His  plans,  and  He  will  open  the  way  for  our  doing  it. 
I  have  felt  His  hand  upon  me  in  great  trials,  and 
submitted  to  His  guidance,  and  I  trust  that  as  He 
shall  further  open  the  way,  I  will  be  ready  to  walk 
therein,  relying  on  His  help  and  trusting  in  His 
goodness  and  wisdom.1 

What  pictures  are  hanging  on  the  walls  of  your 
home  for  your  boy  or  girl,  from  which  he  or  she  will 
receive  aspirations?  What  is  the  attitude  of  the 
home?  Is  it  one  of  love  and  understanding?  What 
books  are  you  putting  in  your  children's  hands?  Let 
us  make  our  children  aspire  for  the  good,  the  true, 
and  the  beautiful;  and  let  us  use  the  best  means 
possible  to  do  this. 

Consciousness  of  Limitation 

The  second  fundamental  which  I  wish  to  name 
is  a  Consciousness  of  Limitation.  In  my  soul  I  be- 
lieve that  to  feel  a  consciousness  of  limitation  is  as 
fundamental  to  moral  development  as  it  is  to  spir- 
itual development.  I  do  not  know  how  a  little  babe 
feels  when  in  its  mother's  arms — I  do  not  remember 
and  neither  do  you — but  I  can  fancy  there  is  a 
sense  of  protection,  of  safety;  that  there  is  a  sense 
of  superior  power,  a  greater  power,  in  which,  and 
under  the  shadow  of  which,  the  babe  feels  protected. 
A  little  later  we  see  that  child  begin  to  break  away, 
in  a  sort  of  defiance.  I  would  not  inhibit  that  spirit 
— and  here  the  master  talents  of  the  ideal  mother 
and  teacher  must  be  shown — but  I  would  never  let 
that  child  get  so  far  away  that  he  became  uncon- 
scious of  a  superior  power,  of  an  overcoming  power, 
of  something  beyond  which  he  must  not  go.  Figura- 
tively, I  would  let  him  feel  that  he  could  go  as  far 
as  he  wanted,  but  he  would  feel  the  pressure  of  the 
pull.  There  is  a  sense  of  limitation.  In  defiance,  in 
disregard,  he  may  go  just  so  far,  but  he  will  know 
that  he  cannot  go  beyond  it. 

I  believe  that  lawlessness  begins  in  the  home 


iJohn  Wesley  Hill,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Man  of  God;   G.  P.  Put- 
nam's Sons,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1927;   page  129. 
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when  the  little  child  feels  he  is  independent  of  the 
mother's  or  the  father's  command  or  guidance.  I 
am  not  in  sympathy  with  the  modern  tendency  to 
allow  the  child  to  go  unrestricted  and  do  as  he 
pleases.  Fundamentally  it  is  wrong.  In  the  matter 
of  doing  as  we  please,  every  one  of  us,  every 
human  being  has  limitations;  and  it  is  good 
for  the  soul  to  be  conscious  of  those  limitations.  I 
want  a  child  to  feel  that  he  is  free  to  speak  out  in 
the  presence  of  his  teacher,  that  his  mind  is  un- 
hampered absolutely;  but  there  is  a  time  when  he 
should  not  speak  because  of  interrupting  his  class- 
mate, or  disturbing  the  spirit  of  the  class.  He  must 
subscribe  to  a  spirit  of  limitation.  If  he  creates  a 
disturbance,  he  must  be  put  where  he  cannot  bother 
or  be  a  hindrance  to  someone  else. 

J  should  like  all  men  in  the  United  States  to  feel 
that  every  man  may  do  as  he  pleases,  but  as  soon 
as  he  desires  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  another, 
there  is  a  stronger  arm  that  says,  "Thus  far  shalt 
thou  go  and  no  further."  Spiritually,  I  should  like 
the  child  to  feel  that  while  he  is  free  here  to  do  as 
he  pleases,  there  is  a  Protecting  Parent  whose  divine 
arms  will  shelter  him  and  protect  him  if  he  will  not 
go  beyond  that  clasp.  It  is  a  fundamental  element 
to  let  our  children  feel,  from  a  moral  and  spiritual 
standpoint,  a  consciousness  of  limitations. 

The  Power  of  Self-Control 

The  third  fundamental  is  the  Power  of  Self- 
Control.  There  is  no  spirituality  without  the  sub- 
jugation of  physical  appetites  and  passions  so  that 
the  higher  qualities  of  man  in  the  spirit  will  be 
developed.  The  law  of  overcoming  is  constant  in 
this  world.  How  can  we  apply  it  to  a  little  child? 
You  see  it  in  his  growth.  You  may  see  how  the 
little  baby  grows  because  he  is  constantly  overcom- 
ing, destroying  little  corpuscles  in  his  body,  and 
nature  is  replacing  them.  It  is  combat  exercise,  over- 
coming difficulties,  which  contribute  to  a  baby's 
growth.  He  grows  much  faster  in  his  first  years 
than  in  any  corresponding  period  in  his  life. 

And  how  is  he  going  to  grow  morally? — by  learn- 
ing to  deny  himself  some  little  thing.  His  little 
cousins  come  in  to  play,  and  the  sincere,  intelligent 
mother  asks  the  child  to  give  up  some  of  his  play- 
things for  his  playmates.  By  so  doing  he  is  denying 
himself,  and  in  that  denial  he  is  beginning  uncon- 
sciously to  have  a  feeling  of  self-mastery. 

When  the  teen  years  come,  and  appetite  drives 
and  passion  impels,  that  sense  of  mastery,  of  self- 
control,  will  be  the  highest  safeguard  that  can  come 


to  him  or  to  her.  These  young  people  can  feel  the 
thrill  of  accomplishment  just  as  they  can  feel  the 
degrading  influence  of  failure  to  overcome. 

One  means  of  developing  self-control  is  our  little 
principle  of  fasting;  another  is  to  do  something  for 
mother  or  father.  I  wish  that  children  could  sacri- 
fice occasionally  as  mother  sacrifices  herself  always 
for  them.  Who  is  it  that  gets  up  from  the  table  first? 
Who  is  it  that  doesn't  sit  down  to  the  table  because 
of  waiting  on  the  others  who  must  hurry  off?  Who 
gets  the  chair  for  mother?  A  little  boy  who  will  deny 
his  own  comfort  will  jump  up  and  get  the  chair  for 
his  mother.  Who  takes  that  last  piece  of  pie?  That 
little  boy  wants  it,  and  mother  says  she  does  not 
want  it,  and  says,  "You  take  it,  Bobby."  But  if  that 
little  lad  can  say,  "No,  it  is  yours,"  he  is  learning 
a  wonderful  lesson  in  self-control,  as  well  as  in  con- 
sideration for  others. 

The  Sense  of  Comradeship 

The  fourth  fundamental  I  wish  to  name  is  the 
Sense  of  Comradeship.  Each  should  feel  that  this  is 
our  family.  We  are  to  help  one  another.  We  shall 
not  bring  dishonor  to  our  father  and  mother,  our 
brothers  and  sisters.  I  am  here  to  make  my  home 
successful  and  happy.  This  is  our  ward,  our  stake; 
this  is  our  Church.  I  am  not  here  to  exploit  my 
teacher,  nor  to  take  advantage,  nor  to  show  off  in 
the  presence  of  the  fellow  members  of  my  class;  I 
am  here  to  make  this  class  a  success.  This  is  our 
country;  and  we  shall  uphold  the  Constitution  and 
shall  obey  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  honor  our  flag. 
No  one  desires  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  an- 
other. I  am  not  here  to  exploit  others.  I  want  to 
feel  the  consciousness  of  service.  Life  is  a  mission. 
All  other  interpretations  of  it  are  false. 

Parents,  fellow  teachers,  let  us  have  the  little 
child  learn  to  serve.  Get  him  to  do  something  for 
somebody  else.  Open  avenues  of  service  for  the  child 
in  the  home  and  in  the  Church.  It  is  your  duty  and 
mine  to  set  the  example  in  morality  and  spirituality. 
To  live  an  upright  life,  to  conform  to  high  ethical 
standards,  is  the  responsibility  and  duty  of  all  par- 
ents and  teachers  in  the  land.  It  is  a  glorious  thing 
to  lead  a  lonely,  hungering  soul  out  of  the  maze  of 
temporal,  sensual  materiality  into  the  enduring 
realm  of  spirituality.  Leading  youth,  leading  chil- 
dren to  know  God,  to  have  faith  in  his  laws,  to  have 
confidence  in  his  Fatherhood,  and  to  find  solace 
and  peace  in  his  love,  this  is  the  greatest  privilege, 
the  most  sublime  opportunity  offered  to  parents  and 
teachers. 


Library  File  Reference:   SPIRITUAL   LIVING. 
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ARE  WE  FOREORDAINED 

TO  BE  EXALTED? 


by  Elder  Bruce  R.  McConkie 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


Is  there  a  true  doctrine  of  election,  of  the  Lord 
having  a  peculiar  and  favored  people,  of  special  di- 
vine grace  and  goodness  being  showered  upon  a 
favored  few? 

What  about  predestination?  foreordination?  Are 
some  of  our  Father's  children  destined-in-advance 
to  be  saved  and  others  to  be  damned?  To  what 
and  to  whom  does  the  true  doctrine  of  foreordina- 
tion apply? 

Election  and  foreordination  are  based  upon  and 
grow  out  of  preexistence.  These  doctrines  can  be 
understood  only  in  the  light  of  the  following  eternal 
verities: 

1.  That  God  is  our  Father,  literally  and  actually, 
in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  and  that  we  are  his 
children,  his  spirit  offspring; 

2.  That  we  dwelt  with  our  Eternal  Father  in  the 
pre-mortal  life  for  an  immeasurably  long  period  of 
time,  during  all  of  which  we  were  subject  to  his  laws 
and  endowed  by  him  with  agency; 

3.  That,  as  a  consequence,  we  developed  an  in- 
finite variety  and  degree  of  talents  and  capacities; 
and 

4.  That  when  we  are  born  into  this  mortal  pro- 
bation, we  bring  with  us  the  talents  and  capacities 
gained  in  the  pre-mortal  life. 

Abraham  saw  in  vision  the  spirit  children  of  God 
in  preexistence,  including  "many  of  the  noble  and 
great  ones."  One  of  these  was  "like  unto  God,"  and 
he,  aided  by  the  others  and  acting  urider  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Father,  became  the  Creator.  Speaking 
of  the  noble  and  great  ones  as  a  group,  Abraham 
said: 

And  God  saw  these  souls  that  they  were  good, 
and  he  stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  he  said: 
These  I  will  make  my  rulers;  for  he  stood  among 
those  that  were  spirits,  and  he  saw  that  they  were 
good;  and  he  said  unto  me:  Abraham,  thou  art  one 
of  them;  thou  wast  chosen  before  thou  wast  born. 
(Abraham  3:23.) 

Jeremiah  tells  us  that  he  was  one  of  these  fore- 


(For  Course  16,  lesson  of  February  9,  "Jesus  Christ — the  Son  of 
God";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  March  9,  "God's  Relationship  to  Man"; 
for  Course  26,  lesson  of  March  9,  "Many  Are  Called  But  Few  Are 
Chosen";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  April  27,  "Foreordination";  to  sup- 
port family  home  evening  lesson  25;   and  of  general  interest.) 


ordained  spirits  (see  Jeremiah  1:5),  and  the  Proph- 
et Joseph  Smith  said: 

Every  man  who  has  a  calling  to  minister  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world  was  ordained  to  that  very 
purpose  in  the  Grand  Council  of  heaven  before  this 
world  was.  I  suppose  that  I  was  ordained  to  this 
very  office  in  that  Grand  Council.1 

It  is  thus  evident  that  the  dispensation1  heads, 
the  prophets  and  apostles,  the  leaders  of  the  Lord's 
people,  were  all  foreordained.  But  what  of  the  rest 
of  us,  of  the  great  body  of  the  Church?  Were  we 
elected  and  chosen?  Were  we  called  and  foreor- 
dained? 

Paul  wrote  extensively  about  this  doctrine  of 
election-foreordination.  We  shall  refer  to  three  sam- 
ples of  his  teachings. 

To  the  saints  in  Rome  he  wrote  of  those  whom 
God  "called,"  those  "whom  he  did  foreknow,"  those 
whom  he  "did  predestinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  Son,"  and  promised  that  all  such 
should  be  "justified"  and  "glorified."  Paul  explained 
that  this  included  the  whole  house  of  Israel,  "to 
whom  pertaineth  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and 
the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the 
service  of  God,  and  the  promises."  He  said  that  such 
were  "vessels  of  mercy,"  whom  God  "had  afore  pre- 
pared unto  glory."   (Romans  8:28-30;  9:4,  23.) 

To  the  Ephesian  saints,  speaking  of  all  who  be- 
longed to  the  Church,  Paul  said: 

.  .  .  He  hath  chosen  us  in  him  before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy  and  with- 
out blame  before  him  in  love:  Having  predestinated 
us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ  to 
himself,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will. 
(Ephesians  1:4-5.) 

And  to  Timothy,  Paul  made  this  pronouncement: 

.  .  .  [God]  hath  saved  us,  and  called  us  with  an 
holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  but  accord- 
ing to  his  own  purpose  and  grace,  which  was  given 
us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began.  (2  Tim- 
othy 1:9.) 

(Concluded  on  page  48.) 

Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
page  365. 
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Luoma  Photos. 
God  is  our  Father,  literally  and  actually.    We  dwelt  with  him  in  that  heavenly  home  before  our  mortal  probation. 
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by  Joan  P.  Fisher* 
(Mrs.  America  of  1969) 


Glamour  and  honor  come  with  the  title  "Mrs. 
America,"  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  fulfill  the  obliga- 
tions of  this  position  around  the  country.  Still, 
nestled  near  the  mountains  in  Utah  is  my  home, 
and  my  home  comes  first.  After  my  coronation,  I 
saw  the  need  to  put  our  home  "Under  New  Man- 
agement/' for  I  imagined  that  I  could  easily  experi- 
ence a  day  like  this: 

After  breakfast  was  over  and  the  children  had 
left  for  school,  Mother  started  to  wash  the  dishes 
but  then  decided  to  sweep  the  floor  first.  When  she 
went  after  the  broom,  she  saw  the  vacuum.  Remem- 
bering the  crumbs  on  the  carpet,  she  got  the  vacuum 
out  but  found  the  dust  bag  full.  Then  she  went 
downstairs  to  get  a  new  bag  and  discovered  the 
dampened  clothes.  So  she  got  out  the  ironing  board 
and  went  upstairs  for  some  hangers.  There  she 
found  her  bed  unmade  and  stopped  to  make  it.  She 
noticed  her  son's  pants  needed  a  patch.  She  put  up 
the  sewing  machine  but  could  not  find  the  right 
color  of  thread.  She  started  to  the  store,  only  to  no- 
tice the  car  needed  washing.  As  she  unrolled  the 
hose,  she  found  weeds  in  the  flower  bed.  She  had  just 
begun  to  pull  weeds  when  the  children  came  to  her 
saying  they  were  ready  for  lunch. 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  February  9,  "Homes  in  the  Wilderness"; 
for  Course  12,  lesson  of  February  16,  "A  Leader  Does  Not  Put  Off"; 
for  Course  26,  lesson  of  March  23,  "Wisdom  and  Order  in  All  Things"; 
for  Course  28,  lesson  of  February  9,  "Marriage";  for  Course  30,  les- 
son of  May  25,  "Marriage  and  Family  Relationships";  to  support 
family  home  evening  lesson  27;    and  of  general   interest.) 

*Joan  Peterson  Fisher,  Mrs.  America  for  1969,  was  born  in  New 
York  City  and  grew  up  in  Provo,  Utah.  She  received  a  B.S.  degree 
in  Education  at  Brigham  Young  University  in  1961  and  has  often 
worked  since  her  marriage  as  a  substitute  teacher.  Especially  active 
in  the  MIA,  she  has  served  as  Young  Women's  president,  president's 
counselor,  and  Laurel  leader.  She  and  her  husband,  M.  Byron 
Fisher,  an  attorney,  are  members  of  the  Winder  10th  Ward,  Winder 
(Utah)   Stake.    They  have  three  children. 


My  new,  involved  life  could  not  survive  such  an 
experience.  Mrs.  America  is  a  symbol  of  efficiency, 
and  the  title  connotes  a  well-prepared  and  properly 
organized  home.  That  was  quite  a  challenge  for 
our  family,  so  we  hung  out  the  sign  "Under  New 
Management"  and  set  out  to  improve  our  home 
organization. 

We  found  that  organization  requires  determina- 
tion— the  resolution  to  improve  by  planning,  plus 
dedication  to  make  the  plans  work.  It  is  easy  to 
say,  "Tomorrow  we'll  get  organized";  but  today  is 
the  only  day  to  begin.  In  organizing  a  home,  first 
comes  the  incentive  to  begin.  My  incentive  came  in 
a  letter  from  my  husband,  after  we  knew  I  would 
be  spending  some  time  away  from  home  during  the 
the  year.    He  wrote: 

Come  home  each  time  a  happy  mother,  come 
home  each  time  a  gracious  wife.  Leave  home  each 
time  without  a  cross  word  spoken;  leave  home  each 
time  with  thoughts  that  children  know  and  feel. 
Leave  home  a  place  where  children  have  things  to  do. 
Leave  home  only  to  return  and  tell  us  you're  glad 
you're  back.  Stay  as  long  as  you  are  needed  and  can 
do  some  good.  Stay  to  leave  the  gospel  by  example 
and  goodness,  by  just  being  you.  Stay  and  find  a 
happiness  in  staying,  but  find  greater  joy  in  your 
return. 

With  such  encouragement,  I  knew  I  had  to  or- 
ganize my  home  and  my  time  to  fulfill  his  expecta- 
tions. 

My  plan  begins  with  lists.  When  plans  are  writ- 
ten down  on  paper,  they  are  not  forgotten.  My  first 
list  is  a  monthly  calendar  bearing  every  special 
item,  every  trip  and  appointment  noted  and  cleared. 
Then  a  weekly  list  outlines  the  tasks  to  meet  at 
home  just  one  week  at  a  time.  Finally,  planning  be- 
comes a  written  list  by  the  bedside  of  the  things  to 
do  tomorrow,  including  those  not  accomplished  to- 
day. Most  important,  I  use  this  list  and  keep  it 
where  I  can  refer  to  it  and  check  off  items. 

My  lists  include  everyone.  The  children's  tasks 
take  first  priority.  Mother's  jobs  will  get  done,  but 
the  children  must  finish  theirs  or  the  assignments 
have  no  value.    Our  neighbors  solve  this  checkup 
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of  children  by  having  a  periodic,  unannounced 
Daddy-inspection  of  the  children's  rooms.  This  can 
lead  to  a  deprivation  of  privileges  if  the  rooms  are 
not  in  order.  The  smaller  the  child,  the  lesser  the 
task;  but  nonetheless  each  has  the  responsibility  of 
doing  his  task  regularly. 

An  important  help  to  Mother's  organization  is 
putting  the  house  in  order  before  bedtime  so  that 
the  family  may  begin  the  new  day  with  order. 

Time  at  home  is  at  such  a  premium  that  I  must 
spend  it  wisely  and  make  the  most  of  each  moment. 
If  I  do  my  daily  household  tasks  simultaneously 
with  the  children,  then  more  time  is  left  to  play  to- 
gether when  our  " work- together"  time  is  over.  Songs 
such  as  "Whistle  While  You  Work"  or  "I  Have  Two 
Little  Hands"  can  be  sung  by  family  members  while 
each  is  working  at  his  own  task — thus  bringing 
unity  and  fun  into  the  various  jobs.  We  often  work 
together  at  one  job.  Have  you  ever  tried  to  stir  a 
cake  with  four  spoons?  It  might  take  longer,  but  a 
spoon  for  everyone  gets  two  tasks  accomplished — 
the  cake  made  and  time  spent  with  the  children. 

Organization  includes  at  least  a  few  minutes,  or 
better  a  half  hour,  alone  with  each  child  each  day, 
when  all  others  are  excluded.  Father  also  tries, 
when  he  gets  home,  to  spend  some  time  with  the 
children,  even  if  just  to  ruffle  their  hair,  play  a 
little,  and  listen  to  their  tales  of  the  day. 


We  have  found  that  the  children  must  feel  they 
share  in  the  exciting  experiences  of  my  title  in  order 
for  them  to  share  willingly  in  the  responsibilities 
while  I  am  gone.  So  we  try  to  talk  to  them  about 
each  trip  and  include  them  in  planning,  packing  and 
unpacking,  even  in  the  washing  and  ironing  that 
precedes  my  trips.  Always  included  in  the  suitcase 
is  the  Family  Home  Evening  Manual  so  that  Mother 
can  read  the  lesson  if  she  is  away  on  family  night. 
A  phone  call  during  family  home  evening  from  a 
traveling  member  of  the  family  adds  pleasure  to 
their  evening. 

Management  must  include  having  the  condiments 
on  hand  for  a  weekly,  planned  menu  as  well  as  the 
basics  so  that  father,  mother-in-law,  or  baby  ten- 
der can  come  into  the  home  and  care  for  the  family 
whenever  Mother  is  called  out  of  town.  Between 
airplane  departure  and  airplane  arrival  the  family 
still  eats  three  meals  a  day,  so  purchases  are  made 
with  weekly  needs  in  mind.  By  so  doing,  we  find 
the  food  bill  is  less,  the  home  better  stocked,  and 
the  meals  more  balanced. 

As  a  family  we  feel  we  have  all  gained  by  put- 
ting our  home  "under  new  management"  this  year. 
Each  family  member  feels  a  part  of  the  many  activi- 
ties that  enter  our  home  life,  as  we  work,  play,  and 
plan  together. 


Library   File  Reference:   FAMILY  LIFE   —   WORK. 


Mrs.  America  1969  at  the  Hemis-fair  in  Texas. 
FEBRUARY     1969 


Photos  Courtesy  Deseret  News. 
The  Fisher  family  plays  together. 
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When  the  descendants  of  Israel  came  back  into 
the  land  of  Canaan  under  the  leadership  of  Joshua, 
they  were  divided  into  twelve  major  groups.  This 
division  was  not  according  to  the  blood  lines  of  the 
sons  of  Israel,  because  neither  Joseph  nor  Levi  was 
given  a  land  inheritance  directly.  Instead,  the  two 
sons  of  Joseph,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim,  were  given 
land  inheritances.  Usually  the  tribes  that  were  given 
land  inheritances  are  the  tribes  we  have  in  mind  when 
we  refer  to  the  Twelve  Tribes  of  Israel.  Technically, 
therefore,  the  Twelve  Tribes  of  Israel  are  not  the 
twelve  sons  of  Jacob.  Rather,  the  twelve  land  tribes 
consist  of  ten  of  the  twelve  sons,  plus  Manasseh  and 
Ephraim  in  place  of  Joseph  and  Levi. 

BLOOD     ISRAEL,    LAND    ISRAEL,    COVENANT 

ISRAEL 

In  addition  to  the  terms  blood  Israel  and  land 
Israel,  members  of  the  Church  should  be  familiar  with 


the  term  covenant  Israel.  Some  people  who  were 
neither  of  land  Israel  nor  blood  Israel  entered  into 
the  covenant  that  ancient  Israel  had  entered  into  with 
the  Lord;  when  they  did  this,  they  became  known  as 
covenant  Israel. 

In  his  book  Articles  of  Faith,  Elder  James  E.  Tal- 
mage  indicates  that  there  are  three  major  aspects  of 
the  gathering  of  Israel  in  the  last  days: 

First,  the  dispersed  of  Israel  will  be  gathered.  This 
refers  primarily  to  covenant  Israel.  I  suspect  most  of 
us  are  in  the  Church  today  as  a  result  of  this  aspect 
of  the  gathering. 

Second,  the  Jewish  people  (or  tribe  of  Judah)  will 
return  to  the  land  of  their  inheritance.  When  we  talk 
about  this,  we  are  in  a  sense  talking  about  the  gath- 
ering of  blood  Israel. 

Third,  the  lost  Ten  Tribes  will  return.  When  we 
talk  about  the  return  of  the  Ten  Tribes  we  are  pri- 
marily talking  about  land  Israel. 


** 


.And  Judah  Shall 


by  Daniel  H.  Ludlow'' 


Return 


991 


PART   I 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 
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THIS  article  will  discuss  the  return  of  a  part  of 
blood  Israel — the  people  of  Judah — to  the  land 
of  their  inheritance.  The  prophecies  quoted  pertain 
very  clearly,  I  believe,  to  the  gathering  in  the  last 
days.  They  include:  (1)  prophecies  quoted  by  the 
Angel  Moroni,  who  said  they  were  about  to  be  ful- 
filled; (2)  prophecies  referred  to  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon which  Nephi  says  are  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  last 
days;  (3)  prophecies  from  Zechariah  (this  prophet 
lived  after  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylonian 
captivity;  therefore,  when  Zechariah  talks  about  a 
"restoration"  he  has  to  be  talking  about  the  restora- 
tion of  the  last  days);  and  (4)  prophecies  quoted 
by  the  resurrected  Christ  when  he  appeared  to  the 
Nephites  and  said  that  these  things  were  yet  to  be 
fulfilled. 

For  the  sake  of  convenience,  I  have  divided  this 
topic  of  the  return  of  Judah  into  twelve  major  parts: 

f.    ELIJAH    THE    PROPHET    TO   RETURN 
TO   THE    EARTH 

The  prophet  Malachi,  who  lived  after  the  Baby- 
lonian captivity,  said: 

Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before 
the  coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord:  and  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to 
the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their 
fathers,  lest  I  come  and  smite  the  earth  with  a  curse. 
(Malachi  4:5-6.) 

The  resurrected  Savior  quoted  this  same  scrip- 
ture to  the  Nephites.  (3  Nephi  25:5,  6.)  The  Angel 
Moroni  quoted  it  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  on 
September  21,  1823.  (Joseph  Smith  2:36-39.)  And 
again,  the  Lord  quoted  part  of  this  same  scripture 
to  Joseph  Smith  on  November  3,  1831.  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  133:64.)  Here,  literally,  in  the 
mouths  of  several  witnesses,  we  have  the  promise 
that  Elijah  the  prophet  is  going  to  return  before  the 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord. 

We  know  of  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy,  be- 
cause on  April  3,  1836,  Elijah  appeared  to  Joseph 
Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  in  the  Kirtland  temple: 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  February  9,  "The  Lord  Tells  His  Ser- 
vants"; for  Course  14,  lessons  of  April  20  and  27,  "Israel";  for 
Course  30,  lessons  of  February  23  to  March  23,  "Gathering  of 
Israel,"  "Gathering  Taking  Place,"  "Israel  in  Latter  Days,"  "True 
Church,  a  Missionary  Church,"  and  "A  Voice  of  Warning";  and  of 
general  interest.) 

1Condensed  from  two  speeches:  "Israel — Prophecies  Being  Ful- 
filled" (August  8,  1967)  and  "Prophecy  and  Modern  Israel"  (January 
16,  1968),  at  Brigham  Young  University,  Provo,  Utah.  Reprints  avail- 
able at  BYU  Press,  Publication  Sales  Dept,  Provo,  Utah.  Used  by 
permission. 

*Daniel  H.  Ludlow,  dean  of  the  College  of  Religious  Instruction 
at  Brigham  Young  University,  received  his  B.S.  from  Utah  State 
University  in  1946  in  history  and  English;  his  M.Ed,  in  communica- 
tions from  Indiana  University  in  1953;  his  Ed.D.  in  curriculum  and 
teaching  from  Columbia  University  in  1956;  and  he  has  done  post- 
doctoral work  at  many  institutions,  including  the  Hebrew  Univer- 
sity in  Jerusalem,  Israel.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Religion 
faculty  at  BYU  since  1955.  Dr.  Ludlow  is  presently  director  of  publi- 
cations for  the  All-Church  Correlation  Committee.  He  has  published 
many  books  and  articles  relating  to  the  Church,  and  particularly 
to  the  Book  of  Mormon.  His  wife  is  the  former  Luene  Leifson,  and 
the   couple  are  parents   of   nine   children. 


.  .  .  Another  great  and  glorious  vision  burst  upon 
us;  for  Elijah  the  prophet,  who  was  taken  to  heaven 
without  tasting  death,  stood  before  us,  and  said: 

Behold,  the  time  has  fully  come,  which  was 
spoken  of  by  the  mouth  of  Malachi — testifying  that 
he  (Elijah)  should  be  sent,  before  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  come — 

To  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children, 
and  the  children  to  the  fathers,  lest  the  whole  earth 
be  smitten  with  a  curse — 

Therefore,  the  keys  of  this  dispensation  are  com- 
mitted into  your  hands;  and  by  this  ye  may  know 
that  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  is  near, 
even  at  the  doors.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  110:13- 
16.) 

It  is  interesting  that  although  other  people  have 
also  believed  in  the  coming  of  Elijah  before  the  great 
and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord,  so  far  as  I  know  we 
are  the  only  people  on  earth  who  claim  that  this 
prophecy  has  been  fulfilled. 

The  Orthodox  Jewish  people  are  still  looking  for- 
ward to  the  coming  of  Elijah.  Those  of  you  who  have 
Jewish  friends  are  probably  aware  of  the  fact  that 
at  their  holy  feasts  they  have  an  empty  chair  at  the 
table  for  Elijah  the  prophet.  Dr.  Joseph  Flausner  of 
the  Hebrew  University  has  written  a  book,  The  Mes- 
sianic Idea  of  Israel,  with  a  chapter  on  "Elijah,  the 
Forerunner  of  the  Messiah,"  which  gives  the  Jewish 
viewpoint  on  this  topic. 

2.  JUDAH  TO  RETURN  TO  JERUSALEM 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  at  the  April  general 
conference  of  1843,  said: 

Judah  must  return,  Jerusalem  must  be  rebuilt, 
and  the  temple,  and  water  come  out  from  under  the 
temple,  and  the  waters  of  the  Dead  Sea  be  healed. 
It  will  take  some  time  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  the 
city  and  the  temple,  etc.;  and  all  this  must  be  done 
before  the  Son  of  Man  will  make  His  appearance.2 

Talking  on  this  same  topic,  Wilford  Woodruff  in 
1875  said: 

He  [Christ]  will  never  come  until  the  Jews  are 
gathered  home  and  have  rebuilt  their  temple  and 
city,  and  the  Gentiles  have  gone  up  there  to  battle 
against  them.3 

We  have  numerous  references  in  the  scriptures 
concerning  this  event  in  the  last  days.  On  Septem- 
ber 21,  1823,  the  resurrected  Angel  Moroni  appeared 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  one  of  the  first 
things  he  did  was  to   quote   the   11th  chapter   of 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 


^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Volume  5,  page  337. 
^Journal  of  Discourses,  Volume  18,  page  111. 
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AND  JUDAH  SHALL  RETURN"      (Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


Dr.  Ludlow,  visiting  in  Israel  in  1967,  explains  BOOK  OF 
Mormon  to  David  Ben  Gurion,  Israel's  first  prime  minis- 
ter.  BYU  students  and  LDS  Israeli  soldier  in  background. 

Isaiah  and  state  that  this  prophecy  was  about  to  be 
fulfilled: 

And  he  [the  Lord]  shall  set  up  an  ensign  for  the 
nations,  and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel, 
and  gather  together  the  dispersed  of  Judah  from  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth.  (Isaiah  11:12.) 

Also,  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  the  prophet  Jacob 
says  that  the  people  of  Judah  "shall  be  gathered  in 
from  their  long  dispersion,  from  the  isles  of  the  sea, 
and  from  the  four  parts  of  the  earth.  ..."  (2  Nephi 
10:8.)  In  another  scripture  the  Lord  tells  the  proph- 
et Zenos,  "the  house  of  Israel,  will  I  gather  in  .  .  . 
from  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth."  (1  Nephi  19: 
16.) 

In  1841,  Orson  Hyde,  an  apostle  of  the  Church, 
went  to  the  Holy  Land  to  dedicate  that  land  for 
the  return  of  the  House  of  Judah.  When  Elder  Hyde 
offered  his  dedicatory  prayer  on  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
fewer  than  5,000  people  were  living  in  the  entire 
land  of  Palestine.  Yet  in  that  dedicatory  prayer  we 
find  the  following: 

...  [I]  dedicate  and  consecrate  this  land  unto 
Thee,  for  the  gathering  together  of  Judah's  scat- 
tered remnants,  according  to  the  predictions  of  the 
Holy  Prophets — for  the  building  up  of  Jerusalem 
again  after  it  has  been  trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles 
so  long,  and  for  rearing  a  Temple  in  honor  of  thy 
name.  .  .  . 

O  Thou,  Who  didst  covenant  with  Abraham, 
Thy  friend,  and  Who  didst  renew  that  covenant  with 
Isaac,  and  confirm  the  same  with  Jacob  with  an 
oath,  that  Thou  wouldst  not  only  give  them  this 


land  for  an  everlasting  inheritance,  but  that  Thou 
wouldst  also  remember  their  seed  forever.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Incline  them  to  gather  in  upon  this  land 
according  to  Thy  word.  Let  them  come  like  clouds 
and  like  doves  to  their  windows.  Let  the  large  ships 
of  the  nations  bring  them  from  the  distant  isles; 
and  let  kings  become  their  nursing  fathers,  and 
queens  with  motherly  fondness  wipe  the  tear  of  sor- 
row from  their  eyes.11 

Today  there  are  over  2,250,000  Jews  living  in 
Palestine.  Literally  in  fulfillment  of  prophecy,  Judah 
has  begun  to  return  to  the  land  of  its  inheritance. 

3.    GOLD  AND   SILVER   OF  THE   NATIONS 
TO   BE    USED 

The  third  major  prophecy  about  the  gathering  of 
Judah  in  the  last  days  says  that  Judah  will  use  the 
gold  and  silver  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  for  this 
purpose.  Once  again  a  modern  prophet,  Wilford 
Woodruff,  talking  about  this  event  in  1879,  said: 

.  .  .  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  rich 
men  among  the  Jews  may  be  called  upon  to  use 
their  abundant  wealth  to  gather  the  dispersed  of 
Judah,  and  purchase  the  ancient  dwelling  places  of 
their  fathers  in  and  about  Jerusalem,  and  rebuild 
the  holy  city  and  temple.5 

In  another  statement  President  Woodruff  said: 

.  .  .  The  Jews  have  got  to  gather  to  their  own 
land  in  unbelief.  They  will  go  and  rebuild  Jerusalem 
and  their  temple.  They  will  take  their  gold  and  sil- 
ver from  the  nations  and  will  gather  to  the  Holy 
Land.  .  .  .6 

We  could  talk  about  specific  amounts  here.  Two 
years  ago  when  Levi  Eshkol,  the  prime  minister  of 
Israel  was  here  in  the  United  States,  he  was  inter- 
viewed by  reporters  of  U.  S.  News  and  World  Re- 
port (April  1967),  at  which  time  he  indicated  that 
Israel  had  received  over  a  billion  dollars  in  aid  from 
Jewish  people  in  the  United  States.  Also,  it  is 
known  that  they  have  received  over  one  billion  dol- 
lars from  West  Germany  in  restitution  and  repa- 
ration payments,  etc.  Literally,  the  prophecy  that 
gold  and  silver  will  be  used  to  reclaim  this  land  is 
being  fulfilled. 

4.  THE  LAND  OF  JERUSALEM  TO  BE 
MADE  PRODUCTIVE 

To  quote  from  a  passage  in  Ezekiel  which  has 
been  identified  by  Latter-day  Saint  leaders  as  per- 


4Temple  of  the  Most  High,  compiled  by  N.  B.  Lundwall;    Book- 
craft,  Inc.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1960;   pages  256,  257. 
^Millennial  Star,   Volume  41,   page  244. 
°Journal  of  Discourses,  Volume  15,  page  277. 
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taining  to  the  land  of  Jerusalem  in  the  last  days: 

.  .  .  The  desolate  land  shall  be  tilled,  whereas 
it  lay  desolate  in  the  sight  of  all  that  passed  by. 

And  they  shall  say,  This  land  that  was  desolate 
is  become  like  the  garden  of  Eden;  and  the  waste 
and  desolate  and  ruined  cities  are  become  fenced, 
and  are  inhabited. 

Then  the  heathen  that  are  left  round  about  you 
shall  know  that  I  the  LORD  build  the  ruined  places, 
and  plant  that  that  was  desolate:  I  the  LORD  have 
spoken  it,  and  I  will  do  it.  (Ezekiel  36:34-36.  See 
also  Amos  9:14-15;  Isaiah  35:1-2,  5-7,  10.) 

From  modern  scripture: 

But  behold,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts:  I  will  show 
unto  the  children  of  men  that  it  is  yet  a  very  little 
while  and  Lebanon  shall  be  turned  into  a  fruitful 
field;  and  the  fruitful  field  shall  be  esteemed  as  a 
forest.  (2Nephi27:28.) 

Orson  Hyde,  in  his  dedicatory  prayer  in  Jeru- 
salem, said: 

Grant,  therefore,  O  Lord,  in  the  name  of  Thy 
well-beloved  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  to  remove  the  barren- 
ness and  sterility  of  this  land,  and  let  springs  of 
living  water  break  forth  to  water  its  thirsty  soil. 
Let  the  vine  and  the  olive  produce  in  their  strength, 
and  the  fig-tree  bloom  and  flourish.  Let  the  land 
become  abundantly  fruitful  when  possessed  by  its 
rightful  heirs;  let  it  again  flow  with  plenty  to  feed 
the  returning  prodigals  who  come  home  with  a  spirit 
of  grace  and  supplication;  upon  it  let  the  clouds 
distil  virtue  and  richness,  and  let  the  fields  smile 
with  plenty.  Let  the  flocks  and  the  herds  greatly 
increase  and  multiply  upon  the  mountains  and  the 
hills. 

Any  of  you  who  have  traveled  in  this  land  re- 
cently will  know  that  in  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy 
Israel  literally  has  become  a  farm  garden  for  Europe. 

5.    THE    DESCENDANTS    OF    JUDAH    TO    BE 
ATTACKED    AND    DELIVERED 

In  that  day  will  I  make  the  governors  of  Judah 
like  an  hearth  of  fire  among  the  wood,  and  like  a 
torch  of  fire  in  a  sheaf;  and  they  shall  devour  all 
the  people  round  about,  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left:  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  again  in 
her  own  place,  even  in  Jerusalem. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  I  will 
seek  to  destroy  all  the  nations  that  come  against 
Jerusalem.  (Zechariah  12:6,  9.  See  also  Jeremiah 
23:5-8.) 


In  3  Nephi  we  have  two  witnesses  concerning 
this  point,  because  here  the  prophet  is  quoting  from 
Isaiah  concerning  the  last  days: 

Behold,  they  shall  surely  gather  together  against 
thee,  not  by  me;  whosoever  shall  gather  together 
against  thee  shall  fall  for  thy  sake.  No  weapon  that 
is  formed  against  thee  shall  prosper.  ...  (3  Nephi 
22:15,  17;  quoted  by  the  Savior  from  Isaiah  54: 
15, 17.) 

There  is  no  need  for  me  to  review  for  you  what 
took  place  in  June,  1967,  when  Israel  conquered  a 
land  area  that  increased  its  original  size  by  more 
than  three  times  (it  went  from  8,000  square  miles  to 
approximately  26,000  square  miles) .  W.  Cleon  Skou- 
sen  used  the  term  Fantastic  Victory  as  the  title  of  a 
book  concerning  this  event.  Life  magazine  used  the 
term  "incredible  victory."  A  government  leader  said 
it  was  the  nearest  thing  to  "instant  victory"  yet 
devised. 

6.    JERUSALEM  TO  COME  UNDER 
CONTROL   OF   ISRAEL 

And  the  LORD  shall  inherit  Judah  his  portion 
in  the  holy  land,  and  shall  choose  Jerusalem  again. 
(Zechariah  2:12;  see  also  Zechariah  7  and  8.) 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


Heavily  laden  produce  tables  in  Tel  Aviv  market. 

Photo  courtesy  Alta  Harrington. 
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Mount  of  Precipitation  near  Nazareth,  where   the  people  thought  to  throw  Jesus  over  the  precipice. 
AND  JUDAH  SHALL  RETURN"     (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


For  over  1,900  years  the  Orthodox  Jews  have 
concluded  their  ritual  prayers  with  the  petition, 
"Next  year  in  Jerusalem."  And  in  1967,  for  the  first 
time  in  1,900  years,  that  "next  year  in  Jerusalem" 
arrived  for  the  Jewish  people. 

Notice  too  the  amazing  fact  that  although  the 
Jewish  people  call  Jerusalem  the  capital  of  the  land, 
all  other  countries,  including  the  United  States,  say 
that  the  capital  of  Israel  is  in  Tel  Aviv.  Tel  Aviv 
was  the  capital  of  Israel  only  during  those  months 
of  1948-49  when  Israel  was  not  in  full  possession  of 
even  a  portion  of  Jerusalem.  Explaining  this  event, 
David  Ben  Gurion  has  written: 


In  the  tempest  of  war  .  .  .  we  were  compelled 
to  establish  the  seat  of  government  for  the  time  be- 
ing in  the  official  quarter  near  Tel  Aviv.  But  the 
state  of  Israel  has  had,  and  will  have,  one  capital 
alone:  Jerusalem,  the  Eternal.  .  .  J 

So  although  you  have  heard  references  to  the 
Tel  Aviv  government,  Israel  says,  "Our  capital  is 
Jerusalem." 

(TO  BE  CONCLUDED  IN  THE  NEXT  ISSUE) 


•David  Ben  Gurion,  The  Jews  in  Their  Land;  Doubleday  &  Com- 
pany, Inc.,  Garden  City,  N.  Y.,  1966;  pages  342,  343.  Used  by  per- 
mission. 

Library  File  Reference :  ISRAEL  (1948). 


ARE  WE  FOREORDAINED  TO   BE  EXALTED?        (Concluded  from  page  40.) 


There  are  thus  many  things  to  which  all  Israel 
and  the  whole  membership  of  the  Church  have  been 
predestinated  or  foreordained,  because  of  faithful- 
ness in  the  preexistence. 

We  are  foreordained  to  conform  to  the  image  of 
Christ,  to  be  glorified,  to  be  adopted  as  joint-heirs 
with  Christ,  to  be  holy  and  without  blame  before 
the  Lord,  to  become  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  receive  a  holy  calling. 


That  is,  we  are  foreordained — meaning  we  are 
called  and  elected — to  be  baptized,  to  join  the 
Church,  to  receive  the  priesthood,  to  marry  in  the 
temple,  to  gain  eternal  life.  And  our  whole  objec- 
tive in  this  mortal  life  should  be  so  to  live  as  to  gain 
the  blessings  of  foreordination- — or  in  other  words  to 
make  our  calling  and  election  sure. 

Library   File  Reference:    PRE-MORTAL   LIFE. 
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TEACHING  HELPS REPENTANCE 

A  GIFT  FOR  ALL 

Before  Class: 

Prepare  a  small  gift  item  for  each  student.  Sug- 
gestions: for  small  children,  a  tag  showing  picture 
of  gift  box  and  labeled  "The  Gift  of  Repentance 
for  (given  name)";  for  older  children,  a  bookmark 
labeled  "The  Gift  of  Repentance  for  (given  name)"; 
for  teen-agers,  a  wallet-size  card  bearing  a  similar 
message.  Be  sure  that  each  student's  name  is  on 
the  gift  so  that  he  will  feel  its  personal  effect.  Now, 
put  all  of  these  small  items  in  a  box  and  wrap  it  as 
a  beautiful  gift.  Make  it  the  best  gift- wrap  job  you've 
ever  done — "the  works." 

In  Class: 

Display  the  box  prominently,  and  let  students 
make  guesses  about  it.    Tell  them  it  will  be  opened 


(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  April  27,  "A  Leader  Repents";  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  March  9,  "Repentance";  for  Course  16,  lessons 
of  March  16  and  April  13,  "Overcoming  Sin"  and  "Remission  of 
Sins";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  March  23,  "First  Principles  and 
Ordinances";  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  April  13,  "Gifts  for  the  Benefit 
of  All";   to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  29.) 


after  the  lesson  period.  During  the  lesson,  be 
sure  to  stress  that  repentance  is  a  gift.  Then,  to 
underscore  the  point  of  the  lesson: 

1.  Have  a  student  open  the  box; 

2.  Have  another  student  distribute  its  contents; 

3.  Discuss  this  gift  which,  though  we  can't  see 
it,  is  available  to  all; 

4.  Encourage  each  student  to  keep  the  small  gift 
where  he  can  see  it  often,  and  to 

5.  Express   frequent    thanks    to    his    Heavenly 
Father  for  this  gift  of  repentance. 

— Ray  and  Janet  Balmforth. 


Extra  big  gift 
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.  .  .  Behold,  a  sower  went  forth  to  sow; 

And  when  he  sowed,  some  seeds  fell  by  the  way 
side,  and  the  fowls  came  and  devoured  them  up; 

Some  fell  upon  stony  places,  where  they  had  not 
much  earth:  and  forthwith  they  sprung  up,  because 
they  had  no  deepness  of  earth: 

And  when  the  sun  was  up,  they  were  scorched; 
and  because  they  had  no  root,  they  withered  away. 

And  some  fell  among  thorns;  and  the  thorns 
sprung  up,  and  choked  them: 

But  other  fell  into  good  ground,  and  brought 
forth  fruit,  some  an  hundredfold,  some  sixtyfold, 
some  thirty  fold.  (Matthew  13:3-8.) 


This  parable  given  by  the  Savior  provides  one 
of  the  great  lessons  of  life.  We  are  also  told  that 
"whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 
(Galatians6:7.) 

In  many  respects  we  are  all  in  the  position  of 
the  sower.  We  have  our  free  agency,  or  what  we 
call  freedom  of  choice.  When  we  sow  without  regard 
to  the  consequences,  we  reap  sparingly.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  we  carefully  observe  the  laws  of 
progress  and  happiness,  we  reap  growth,  develop- 
ment, and  great  joy. 


Are  the  great  issues  of  your  life  left  to 
chance?  Or  are  they  resolved  through  wise 
planning,  meditation,  and  prayer?  With 
regard  to  choice  of  friends,  vocation,  mar- 
riage partners,  and  religious  values,  we  are 
advised  .  .  . 


0 
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DONT  TAKE 
A  CHANCE! 


by  Elder  Franklin  D.  Richards 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


(For  Course  12,  lessons  of  February  2  and  March  9,  "A  Leader 
Is  Guided"  and  "A  Leader  Has  Courage";  for  Course  16,  lesson 
of  March  16,  "Overcoming  Sin";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  April  13, 
"Gems  of  Wisdom";  for  Course  26,  lessons  of  March  16  and  23, 
"Then  Shall  Thy  Confidence  Wax  Strong"  and  "Wisdom  and  Order 
in  All  Things";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  March  9,  "Consecration  and 
Stewardship";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  April  13,  "Road  to  Salvation 
and  Exaltation";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  26  and 
27;  and  of  general  interest.) 

*Excerpted  from  a  speech,  "Choose  the  Right,"  delivered  at 
Brigham  Young  University,  November  3,  1964.  Full  copies  of  text 
available  from  BYU  University  Press,  Publication  Sales  Dept,  Provo, 
Utah  84601.     Used  by  permission. 


When  we  boast  of  our  independence  to  act,  it 
would  be  well  for  us  to  remember  that  we  are 
bounded  by  certain  limits.  If  we  transcend  them 
and  violate  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  we  shall  sooner 
or  later  be  made  to  suffer  the  penalty,  whether  we 
wish  to  do  so  or  not.  True  independence  and  free- 
dom can  only  exist  in  doing  right. 

The  law  of  cause  and  effect,  or  "whatsoever  a 
man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap,"  indicates,  in 
effect,  that  we  may  know  the  end  of  our  lives  from 
the  beginning;  and  with  our  right  of  choice  we  can 
control,  to  a  great  extent,  the  processes  of  life  which 
bring  us  happiness  and  success  or  sorrow  and  failure. 
This  law  of  free  agency  was  given  to  Adam  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden.  Moses  gave  the  law  of  God  to  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  he  promised  them  blessings 
for  obedience  to  it  and  a  penalty  for  disobedience. 
The  prophet  Joshua  proclaimed,  "Choose  you  this 
day  whom  ye  will  serve."  (Joshua  24:15.)  The 
Savior  told  his  disciples,  "For  where  your  treasure 
is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also."  (Matthew  6:21.) 
"No  man  can  serve  two  masters."  (Matthew  6:24.) 

People  who  possess  real  wisdom  do  not  take 
chances.  The  science  of  mathematics  proves  how 
foolish  we  would  be  to  run  our  lives  by  chance.  As  an 
example,  take  10  coins  and  number  them  from  one 
to  10.  Put  them  into  your  pocket  and  mix  them  up. 
Then  try  to  draw  them  out  of  your  pocket  in  cor- 
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rect  sequence  from  one  to  10.  Your  chance  of  draw- 
ing out  number  one  first  is  one  in  10;  of  drawing  out 
one  and  two  in  succession,  one  in  a  hundred;  of 
drawing  out  one,  two,  and  three  in  succession,  one  in 
a  thousand;  and  so  on,  until  the  chance  of  drawing 
out  all  the  coins  in  correct  sequence  is  one  in  10 
billion. 

In  spite  of  the  great  odds  against  them,  many 
people  actually  leave  much  of  their  lives  to  chance. 
The  selection  of  friends  is  many  times  left  to  chance. 
Yet  the  kind  of  friends  we  have  often  determines 
the  kind  of  life  we  have.  The  selection  of  an  occu- 
pation is  frequently  left  to  chance,  with  little  or 
no  effort  being  made  to  determine  which  line  of 
work  we  are  best  suited  for. 

Many  young  people  leave  to  chance  the  condi- 
tions leading  up  to  marriage.  Hence,  the  success  or 
failure  of  their  marriage  is  largely  left  to  chance. 
Again,  some  leave  their  conversion  to  the  gospel  to 
chance.  Yet  by  choosing  a  consistent  course  of  re- 
ligious education  we  may  know  more  about  the  gos- 
pel than  we  otherwise  would  and  be  strengthened 
against  temptation. 

Grow  in  Grace 

"The  glory  of  God,"  we  are  taught,  "is  intelli- 
gence." (Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:36.)  Each  of 
us  possesses  a  degree  of  intelligence,  and  the  Lord 
expects  us  to  use  it  in  making  decisions  and  choices. 
No  intelligence  is  required  to  take  a  chance,  but  to 
plan  our  lives  and  to  follow  through  requires 
thoughtful  attention. 

Since  chance  is  so  uncertain,  why  do  we  leave 
so  many  important  matters  up  to  chance?  The  Lord 
has  counseled  us  to  study  things  out.  This  requires 
a  willingness  to  learn.  A  willingness  to  learn  has 
been  a  mark  of  greatness  in  every  outstanding  per- 
son. From  the  inception  of  the  Church  our  leaders 
have  urged  all  members  to  improve  their  minds  and 
acquire  knowledge  as  they  go  through  life. 

Brigham  Young  was  a  great  advocate  of  learning. 
On  one  occasion  he  said: 

This  is  our  labor,  our  business,  and  our  calling, 
to  grow  in  grace  and  in  knowledge  from  day  to  day 
and  from  year  to  year.  We  shall  never  see  the  time 
when  we  shall  not  need  to  be  taught  nor  when  there 
will  not  be  an  object  to  be  gained. 

In  our  Church  activity,  willingness  to  learn  indi- 
cates true  humility  and  a  desire  to  accept  counsel 
and  advice.  The  Church  has  provided  educational 
opportunities  for  all  members,  regardless  of  age,  and 
we  should  humble  ourselves  and  choose  to  learn 
from  those  assigned  to  teach  us.  Otherwise,  we  can- 
not progress. 


Those  who  teach  us  should  make  certain  their 
teachings  are  in  harmony  with  the  counsel  of  the 
Lord  and  helpful  to  the  growth  and  development 
of  those  being  taught.  The  Lord  has  said  that 
his  glory  is  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and 
eternal  life  of  man.  (See  Moses  1:39.)  The  Church 
has  been  established  to  assist  in  this  great  purpose. 

Every  teacher  in  the  Church,  therefore,  has  the 
responsibility  of  building  testimonies  in  the  hearts 
and  the  minds  of  his  students.  We  should  all  en- 
gage in  this  great  educational  program  that  is  under 
the  Prophet  and  the  leaders  that  the  Prophet  has 
assigned. 

Everyday  Courage 

Yes,  we  should  make  wise  decisions,  be  willing 
to  learn,  and  desire  to  follow  the  program  of  the 
Church.  However,  in  making  our  choices  and  our 
decisions,  great  courage  is  often  needed.  In  this 
respect,  as  in  all  others,  the  Savior  set  us  a  perfect 
pattern  of  life.  He  said,  "Be  not  afraid  of  them  that 
kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more  that 
they  can  do."   (Luke  12:4.) 

Christ's  temptations  and  his  victory  over  tempta- 
tion set  the  pattern  for  each  of  us.  As  the  Apostle 
Paul  wrote  to  the  Hebrews,  "Though  he  were  a  Son, 
yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he 
suffered."  (Hebrews  5:8.}  The  Savior's  courage  was 
the  quiet  kind  that  we  need  to  meet  life's  daily 
problems — the  courage  to  carry  life's  burdens  with- 
out complaining  and  to  be  honest  with  ourselves. 

The  Savior  chose  wisely.  As  we  choose  to  develop 
this  kind  of  courage  by  following  gospel  teachings, 
we  can  meet  temptations  and  obstacles  and  not 
falter.  We  can  meet  adversity  and  disappointment 
and  endure  ingratitude  and  injustice. 

Yes,  the  Savior's  courage  was  perfect.  We  should 
choose  to  cultivate  this  type  of  everyday  courage. 

The  Key  to  Wise  Choice 

As  stated,  the  basic  concept  of  the  gospel  plan 
involves  free  agency  and  growth.  As  we  exercise  our 
free  agency  and  make  wise  choices,  growth  and  de- 
velopment naturally  occur.  However,  many  of  us, 
even  though  we  recognize  these  concepts,  still  want 
the  Lord  to  make  our  decisions  for  us,  or  at  least 
inspire  us  without  much  effort  on  our  part.  In  this 
respect  we  must  recognize  that  indecision  itself  is 
in  reality  a  decision,  and  generally,  in  my  opinion, 
a  very  poor  one. 

On  one  occasion  Oliver  Cowdery  was  attempting 
to  translate  and  was  not  having  much  success.  By 
way  of  a  revelation  given  through  the  Prophet  Jos- 
eph Smith,  Oliver  was  told: 

Behold,  you  have  not  understood;  you  have  sup- 
(Concluded  on  page  54.) 
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This  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  year.  A  beginning 
is  always  important  because  it  has  a  vital  effect 
upon  the  end  and  many  things  in  between. 

The  following  are  some  reflections  that  can  be 
useful  to  all  of  us  as  family  members  contemplating 
at  this  season  of  the  year  a  new  beginning. 

Planning  Wisely 

In  daily  living  we  unconsciously  adopt  behavior 
patterns.  We  become  "conditioned"  to  doing  things 
in  certain  ways.  Without  thinking  about  it,  as  in- 
dividuals, we  repeat  a  certain  way  of  doing  some- 
thing over  and  over  until  it  becomes  firmly  estab- 
lished in  our  personality.  It  is  humbling  to  think 
of  the  power  of  such  conditioning.  Consider  an  ex- 
ample: I  recently  divided  a  class  of  one  hundred 
students  into  two  groups  of  fifty.  To  the  first  group 
I  showed  a  picture  of  a  young  woman  for  a  period 
of  one  minute.  To  the  second  group  I  showed  a 
picture  of  an  old  woman  for  the  same  length  of 
time.  I  then  showed  all  of  the  students  a  composite 
picture  in  which  it  is  possible  to  see  a  picture  of 
either  a  young  or  an  old  woman.  The  first  time  the 
composite  picture  was  shown,  over  90  percent  of 
the  students  who  had  first  seen  the  picture  of  the 
young  woman  saw  only  the  young  woman.  The  same 
result  applied  to  the  second  group,  who  had  first 
seen  the  picture  of  the  old  woman — over  90  percent 
saw  only  the  picture  of  the  old  woman  in  the  com- 
posite picture. 

Suppose  a  parent  shouts  at  his  children.  In 
time  these  children  will  be  conditioned  to  shouting 
at  their  brothers  and  sisters  and  even  their  parents. 
Later,  when  they  are  married,  they  may  shout  at 
their  mates  or  their  own  children,  never  realizing 
that  this  is  an  unconscious  pattern  that  was  estab- 
lished in  their  personalities  when  they  were  children. 

It  is  extremely  useful,  in  moments  of  contem- 
plation and  reflection,  to  consciously  think  about 
our  behavior  and  use  our  reason  and  the  influence 

(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  March  16,  "Right  Choices";  for  Course 
12,  lesson  of  February  2,  "A  Leader  Is  Guided";  for  Course  26,  les- 
sons of  March  16  and  23,  "Then  Shall  Thy  Confidence  Wax  Strong" 
and  "Wisdom  and  Order  in  All  Things";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of 
March  9,  "Consecration  and  Stewardship";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of 
May  4,  "Sons  and  Daughters  of  God";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  26  and  27;   and  of  general   interest.) 


of  the  Holy  Ghost  as  we  try  to  establish  patterns 
of  behavior  that  conform  to  the  principles  taught  by 
our  Heavenly  Father. 

A  Course  of  Action 

It  is  also  important  that  we  carefully  analyze  all 
of  the  factors  of  importance  in  a  proposed  course  of 
action.  For  example,  before  graduating  from  high 
school,  I  began  reflecting  on  what  should  be  my 
major  in  college.  I  decided  to  do  several  things 
which  I  thought  would  help  me  in  making  a  wise 
choice: 

1.  I  thought  through  "the  hub  of  the  wheel"  of 
my  life — the  goal  around  which  I  felt  everything 
else  should  be  integrated.  For  me,  this  hub  was  to 
try  to  "become  His  son."  In  selecting  a  major,  I 
chose  something  I  felt  had  eternal  significance.  It 
was  also  true  to  three  great  loves:  love  of  self,  love 
of  others,  and  love  of  the  Lord. 

2.  I  gained  as  much  information  about  myself 
as  possible.  I  did  this  by  taking  various  kinds  of 
tests  and  by  consulting  with  people  who  knew  me 
well. 

3.  I  finally  narrowed  the  choice  to  two  or  three 
possibilities.  I  then  found  people  who  had  already 
been  in  these  occupations  and  asked  them  this  ques- 
tion: If  you  could  make  your  decision  over  again, 
would  you  choose  the  same  way?  Their  answers 
gave  me  a  deeper  insight  into  each  occupation — its 
good  points  and  its  problems — that  has  been  very 
useful. 

4.  I  then  took  my  tentative  decision  to  the 
Lord,  as  counseled  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
9:7-9.  I  felt,  finally,  in  the  depth  of  my  soul,  that 
I  had  made  a  good  decision. 

Our  Image  of  Others 

Accurate  images  in  the  beginning  of  our  rela- 
tionships with  others,  such  as  our  children,  are  very 
important.  It  is  important  that  I  recognize  my 
child  for  what  he  is.  He  is  not  only  my  child;  he  is 
also  the  child  of  a  divine  Heavenly  Father.  The 
significance  of  having  a  correct  image  of  his  poten- 
tials is  illustrated  in  the  following: 
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Fiftieth  in  a  Series  To  Support  the  Family  Home  Evening 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


POSITIVE  RESULTS  OF  EXPECTATION 

"Nothing  compares  with  the  power  of  positive 
thinking — except  negative  thinking. 

"A  study  conducted  in  a  school  in  California  has 
disclosed  that  if  teacher  expectancy  of  a  pupil's  in- 
tellectual growth  is  raised,  'startling  improvements 
can  be  achieved  in  pupil  I.Q.,'  reports  the  National 
Education  Association. 

"On  the  other  hand  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
country,  in  New  Jersey,  another  study  has  found 
that  students  who  fail  have  teachers  who  think  they 
are  dumber  than  I.Q.  tests  indicated  them  to  be. 

"In  the  California  study,  teachers  were  deliber- 
ately misled  to  believe  that  about  20  per  cent  of  the 
children  in  their  classes  had  revealed  'unusual'  po- 
tential in  a  special  test.  Eight  months  later,  these 
'unusual'  children,  who  had  actually  been  selected 
at  random,  showed  significantly  higher  gains  than 
the  kids  who  had  not  been  selected — nearly  25  I.Q. 
points  in  one  first  grade  class. 

"By  contrast,  the  New  Jersey  study  found  that 
very  little  was  expected  of  failures — by  their  teach- 
ers, their  parents,  and  themselves.  It  was  also  noted 
that  the  school  had  discouraged  parent  participa- 
tion in  the  education  of  the  failures,  and  that  four- 
fifths  of  them  had  a  record  of  health  deficiencies, 
including  poor  vision,  bad  teeth,  and  excessive 
weight. 

"This  should  spark  some  hard  thinking  on  the 
part  of  every  teacher  and  administrator  and  every 
parent  of  a  school-age  child. 

"The  worst  thing  that  can  be  done  to  a  child 
is  to  saddle  him  early  in  life  with  the  conviction 
that  he  is  under  par.  Excessive  pressure  to  perform 
is  not  a  good  thing,  of  course,  and  heaven  knows 
there  is  enough  pressure  in — and  on — the  schools 
today.  Pushing  children  toward  goals  beyond  their 
capabilities  can  work  actual  harm. 

"But  an  attitude  and  an  atmosphere  of  great 
expectations,  at  home  and  in  school,  can  apparently 
work  wonders." 

Changing  Our  Beginnings 

It  may  well  be  true  that  we  have  established 
patterns  of  behavior  in  our  lives  which  are  not  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  taught  by  the  Savior. 
The  recognition  that  we  have  such  behavior  pat- 
terns is  the  first  step  in  changing  them.  Many  of  us 
do  not  do  this.  We  continue  to  live  with  an  image 
of  what  we  would  like  to  be  but  never  admit  to 
ourselves  we  are  not.  This  is  a  deterrent  to  changing 


our  behavior.  Consider  the  example  given  by  Wil- 
liam James: 

In  describing  the  "reasonable  type"  of  decision, 
it  was  said  that  it  usually  came  when  the  right  con- 
ception of  the  case  was  found.  Where,  however,  the 
right  conception  .  .  .  [goes  against  impulse],  the 
whole  intellectual  ingenuity  of  the  man  usually  goes 
to  work  to  crowd  it  out  of  sight.  .  .  .  How  many 
excuses  does  the  drunkard  find  when  each  new 
temptation  comes?  .  .  .  Others  are  drinking  and  it 
would  be  churlishness  to  refuse.  .  .  .  It  is  a  means 
of  stimulating  him.  .  .  .  Or  it  is  just  this  once  and 
once  doesn't  count.  .  .  .  Or  it  is  but  to  enable  him 
to  sleep  .  .  .  or  it  is  Christmas  day.  It  is,  in  fact, 
anything  you  like  except  being  a  drunkard.  That  is 
the  conception  that  will  not  stay  before  the  poor 
soul's  attention.  But  if  he  once  gets  able  to  pick  out 
that  way  of  conceiving,  from  all .  .  .  [other]  possible 
ways  .  .  .  if  through  thick  and  thin  he  holds  to  it 
.  .  .  he  is  not  likely  to  remain  one  long.s 

The  organization  known  as  Alcoholics  Anony- 
mous has  found  it  useful  to  have  an  alcoholic  stand 
up  among  his  fellow  alcoholics  and  say,  "I  am  an 
alcoholic."  This,  they  feel,  is  an  important  step  in 
being  able  to  control  alcoholism. 

Priorities  for  Beginnings 

There  are  many  things  that  each  of  us  can  begin 
with,  but  some  things  are  much  more  important 
than  others.  By  reflecting  deeply  and  praying  for 
inspiration  we  can  come  to  understand  which  things 
are  important.  For  example,  I  have  decided  that 
four  different  positions  I  hold  have  vital  implica- 
tions not  only  for  my  own  life  but  for  the  lives  of 
many  others.    These  are: 

1.  Husband-father 

2.  Church  worker 

3.  Professional  worker 

4.  Citizen. 

I  sometimes  accept  other  positions,  but  I  never 
forget  these  four;  and  although  I  can  often  only 
emphasize  one  at  any  given  time,  I  never  lose  sight 
of  the  others.    I  try  to  give  each  one  its  due. 

Seeing  the  End  from  the   Beginning 

As  was  stated  in  the  opening  paragraph,  the 
beginning  often  determines  the  end.  The  Lord  is  so 
wise  that  he  can  see  the  end  result  of  given  types 
of  action.  "...  I  am  God  .  .  .  declaring  the  end  from 
the  beginning.  ..."  (Isaiah  46:9,  10.) 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


'"Positive   Results    of   Expectation,"    editorial,    The   Provo    Daily 
Herald,  October  3,  1967.  Used  by  permission. 


"William    James,    Psychology;    Henry    Holt   and    Company,    New 
York,  N.Y.,   1893;   chapter  23,   "Will,"   pages  453,   454. 
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IN   THE   BEGINNING    (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


I  have  found  it  useful  to  reflect  each  day  on  the 
major  goals  of  my  life  and  upon  one  or  more  of  the 
basic  principles  involved  in  attaining  them.  This 
keeps  me  "up  against"  the  things  I  must  do  in  order 
to  achieve  the  end  desired. 

The  proper  consideration  of  beginnings  can  thus 
have  a  profound  significance  for  our  entire  existence. 

BEGINNINGSs 

Today 

You  came  running 

With  a  small  speckled  egg 

Warm  in  your  hand. 

You  could  barely  understand, 

I  know, 

As  I  told  you 

Of  Beginnings — 

Of  egg  and  bird. 

Told,  too, 

That  years  ago 


You  began, 
Smaller  than  sight. 
And  then, 

As  egg  yearns  for  sky 
And  seed 
Stretches  to  tree, 
You  became — 
Like  me. 

Oh, 

But  there's 

So  much  more. 

You  and  I, 

Child, 

Have  just  begun. 

Think: 

Worlds  from  now 

What  might  we  be? — 

We, 

Who  are  seed 

Of  Deity. 


3Carol    Lynn    Pearson,    "Beginnings,"    from    Beginnings;    Trilogy 
Arts  Publications,  Provo,  Utah,   1967;   page  7.  Used   by  permission. 
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DONT  TAKE  A  CHANCE!    (Concluded  from  page  51.) 

posed  that  I  would  give  it  unto  you,  when  you  took 
no  thought  save  it  was  to  ask  me. 

But,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study 
it  out  in  your  mind;  then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be 
right,  and  if  it  is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom 
shall  burn  within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that 
it  is  right. 

But  if  it  be  not  right  you  shall  have  no  such  feel- 
ings, but  you  shall  have  a  stupor  of  thought  that 
shall  cause  you  to  forget  the  thing  which  is  wrong. 
.  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:7-9.) 

President  McKay  has  repeatedly  encouraged  us 
to  meditate  and,  when  the  answer  comes,  to  have 
the  courage  to  execute  it.  Meditation  includes  study, 
planning,  and  prayer.  When  we  make  a  choice,  when 
we  make  up  our  minds  to  do  something,  we  should 
then  lay  out  a  plan  to  accomplish  it.  And  having  put 
our  hand  to  the  plow,  we  must  not  look  back.  We 
must  have  the  courage  to  follow  through  with  our 
decisions  as  the  Prophet  counsels. 

The  Holy  Spirit  Guides 

May  we  all  appreciate  that  our  freedom  to  choose 
is  a  basic  principle  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
be  truly  thankful  for  that  free  agency;  also  that 
"the  glory  of  God  is  intelligence"  and  that  it  is 


vital  that  we  learn  to  make  wise  choices  and  control 
ourselves,  rather  than  living  by  chance.  May  we 
also  develop  courage  to  execute  these  wise  choices 
we  make  from  day  to  day. 

Truly  the  poet  song-writer  was  inspired  when 
he  wrote:1 

Choose  the  right,  when  a  choice  is  placed  before  you; 
In  the  right  the  Holy  Spirit  guides; 
And  its  light  is  forever  shining  o'er  you, 
When  in  the  right  your  heart  confides. 

Choose  the  right!  let  no  spirit  of  digression 
Overcome  you  in  the  evil  hour; 
There's  the  right  and  the  wrong  to  every  question, 
Be  safe  through  inspiration's  power. 

Choose  the  right!  there  is  peace  in  righteous  doing; 
Choose  the  right!  there's  safety  for  the  soul; 
Choose  the  right  in  all  labors  you're  pursuing; 
Let  God  and  heaven  be  your  goal. 

Choose  the  right!  Choose  the  right! 
Let  wisdom  mark  the  way  before; 
In  its  light,  Choose  the  right! 
And  God  will  bless  you  evermore. 


'■"Choose  the    Right,"    Hymns — The    Church    of    Jesus    Christ    of 
Latter-day  Saints,  No.  110. 
Library  File  Reference:  FREE  AGENCY. 
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THE     I NSTR  UCTOR 


Emma  Hale  and  Joseph  Smith 


BY  ELDER  S.  DILWORTH  YOUNG 

of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


Tall  and  stately, 

She  walked  in  the  October  woods, 

Her  deep  brown  hair  soft  in  the 

Indian  Summer  light, 

Her  eyes,  dark  and  luminous, 

Catching  every  nuance 

Of  the  shadows  as  evening 

Descended  on  the  landscape. 

Had  he  noticed  the  blood-red 

Of  the  oak  tree?  Or  has 

Yon  maple  impressed  him 

That  it  is  the  most  beautiful 

Tree  in  the  forest?  See  how 

It  wears  its  evening  dress 

Of  gold  and  orange. 

Has  he  seen  how  the 

Rich  yellow  of  the 

Gracious  birch  blends  into 

The  riotous  color? 

Does  the  wild  honking 

Of  the  fast-flying  geese 

High  in  the  sky,  the  setting 

Sun  catching  their  swift 

Flight,  fill  him  with 

Aching,  undefined  longing? 

He,  tall  and  muscular 
Strode  easily  by  her  side, 
His  blond  hair  blending 
Into  the  mood  of  the 
Forest  on  that  October  day, 
His  blue  eyes  were  on  her. 

What  beauty  of  the  wild 
Can  match  beauty  seen 
With  the  eyes  of  love? 

They  paused  beside 
A  rustic  bench,  and 
Watched  the  quiet  river 
Lapping  at  its  banks, 
A  mirror  of  the  glory  of 
The  trees. 


And  then  he  spoke 

Please  do  not  suspect  the  words 

That  I  would  speak, 

The  honorable  intent 

Is  in  my  heart 

To  make  you  mine. 

I  am  not  as  ordinary  men, 

To  range  the  hills,  plow  land,  turn  sod, 

Marry  and  improve  a  farm. 

Nor  can  I  be. 

My  destiny  is  pointed  out  to  me 

By  the  Lord  God. 

Please  hear  me  out! 

Five  years  ago 

The  morning  dew  of 

Spring  was  on  the  land, 

I  went  into  the  woods 

To  pray. 

The  vision  which  then 

Burst  upon  my  sight  was 

So  glorious  I  cannot 

Begin  to  tell  the  half  of  it, 

And  in  the  light 

Stood  God,  our  Father, 

And  with  him  was 

The  Lord.  They  spoke 

To  me. 

I  did  not  ask  to  have 

An  answer  thus,  but 

To  my  question,  put 

In  simple  faith,  they  said 

To  join  no  church, 

That  I  would  be 

A  prophet,  called  of  God, 

Raised  up  to  bring  to  earth 

Once  more, 

His  church, 

Its  power  to  restore. 

I  then  received  no  word  for 
Three  long  years. 
Then  just  two  years  ago 


(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
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Emma  Hale  and  Joseph  Smith 


(Concluded  from  opposite  back  of  picture.) 


An  angel  came  and  took 
Me  to  a  hill,  and  showed 
Me  plates  of  gold,  engraved 
In  ancient  characters, 
Old  indeed. 
It  is  God's  will,  he  said, 
That  I  should 
Translate  fair  their 
Meaning  to  the  world. 

He  came  again  a  month  ago 
And  he  will  come  again  for 
Two  more  years  to  teach  me 
What  to  do. 

I  do  not  know  what  lies  in 

Store  for  me, 

How  much  of  poverty,  of  persecution, 

Of  martyrdom  perhaps. 

Can  you  find  it  in  your  heart 


To  share  my  destiny? 

Can  you  believe  the  things  I  say  to  you? 

I  must  stand  true 

To  God. 

I  will  he  strong  to  hear 

The  tests  which  come 

If  you  are  by  my  side. 

I  love  you  more  than  life, 
I  pledge  to  make  you  happy 
As  I  can 
If  you  will  be  my  wife. 

There  was  a  long  silence. 

The  stream  lapped  gently  at  its  banks 

Reflecting  the  forest  mood, 

The  glory  of  the  fall. 

Then  she  spoke: 

I  believe  you. 

I  love  you,  too, 

And  will  join  you  till  I  die. 


(For   the  general  use   of  Courses   10  and  12;   for  Course  16,   review   lesson  of  February  2; 

r     Course    26.     lessons     nf    Frnrnarv    1rt    anr?     \/far/-"k     ^A       "P.^»««1     r^™*.^ — : >»     3     <<r     c„v 
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The  Great  White  Father 

Will  Return 


PART   II 

A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


It  is  several  years  after  the  mission  of  Oliver 
Cowdery  and  his  companions  to  the  Lamanites  be- 
fore we  hear  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  again. 
Then  they  made  a  visit  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith. 

In  the  summer  of  1841  Indian  Chief  Keokuk 
visited  Nauvoo.  He  brought  with  him  Kiskukosh, 
Appenoose,  and  almost  a  hundred  chiefs  and  braves 
of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  and  their  families.  It 
took  two  large  flatboats  and  a  ferryboat  to  bring 
them  across  the  river  from  the  Iowa  side.  Soldiers 
from  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  along  with  the  Legion 
band,  met  them  at  the  riverside  to  accompany  them 
to  the  meeting  place  of  the  saints,  where  Joseph 
Smith  planned  to  greet  them.  But  Chief  Keokuk 
would  not  leave  the  boat  until  the  Prophet  Joseph 
came  to  the  river  and  welcomed  them.  The  Prophet 
gladly  went  to  the  boat  and  invited  the  Indians 
ashore. 

Then,  in  a  grove  nearby,  he  gathered  the  Indians 
about  him,  and  he  told  them  the  thrilling  story  of 
what  the  Lord  had  revealed  to  him  about  their  fore- 
fathers. He  explained  the  great  promises  contained 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon — promises  that  were  for 
them. 

When  Joseph  had  finished  talking,  Chief  Keokuk 
said: 

"I  have  a  Book  of  Mormon  at  my  wigwam  that 
you  gave  me  a  number  of  moons  ago.  I  believe  that 
you  are  a  great  and  good  man.  Keokuk  looks  rough, 
but  I  am  a  son  of  the  Great  Spirit.  I  have  heard 
your  advice.  We  intend  to  quit  fighting  and  follow 
the  good  talk  you  have  given  us."1  [End  of  Scene  /.] 

On  May  23,   1844,  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 


(For  Course  8,  lessons  of  February  16  and  March  2,  "Those  Who 
Seek  the  Truth"  and  "Indians  Are  Waiting  for  the  Gospel";  for 
Course  10,  lesson  of  May  4,  "Indians,  Friend  and  Foe";  for  Course 
14,  lesson  of  April  27,  "Israel";  for  Course  16,  lesson  of  March  2, 
"Our  Acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ";  for  Course  30,  lessons  of  March 
9  and  16,  "Israel  in  Latter  Days"  and  "True  Church,  a  Missionary 
Church";  and  of  general  interest. 

JB.  H.  Roberts,  Comprehensive  History  of  the  Church,  Volume 
II,  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1930;   pages  88,  89. 


again  had  a  talk  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians. 
This  time  it  took  place  in  the  kitchen  of  his  home. 
The  Indians  told  the  Prophet  that  they  felt  the 
white  man  had  not  been  fair  with  them.  White  men 
had  taken  so  much  of  their  land.  Joseph  Smith 
told  them  to  try  to  live  in  peace  with  the  different 
Indian  tribes,  with  the  white  man,  and  with  all  men 
everywhere.  He  said  the  Great  Spirit  desired  that 
all  men  should  live  in  peace  and  be  kind  to  one 
another.  He  also  told  them  not  to  sell  any  more 
of  their  land.    In  closing  he  said, 

"The  Great  Spirit  has  enabled  me  to  find  a  book 
(showing  them  the  Book  of  Mormon),  which  told 
me  about  your  fathers,  and  the  Great  Spirit  told 
me,  'You  must  send  to  all  the  tribes  that  you  can, 
and  tell  them  to  live  in  peace';  and  when  any  of  our 
people  come  to  see  you,  I  want  you  to  treat  them 
as  we  treat  you."2  [End  of  Scene  II.] 

Many  years  later,  on  January  1,  1963,  Elder 
Richard  Felt  and  his  companion  were  invited  to  din- 
ner at  the  home  of  Brother  Art  Wakolee,  a  Sac  and 
Fox  Indian.  Brother  Wakolee  had  joined  the  Church 
and  served  in  the  presidency  of  the  Cattaraugus 
Branch  in  upstate  New  York.  During  his  conversa- 
tion with  them,  he  told  these  two  missionaries  how, 
as  a  child,  he  had  spent  much  time  with  his  grand- 
father. He  recounted  some  of  the  valuable  and  in- 
teresting information  he  had  received  from  the  old 
man.  [End  of  Scene  III.] 

Among  other  things,  his  grandfather  had  told 
him  that  those  sent  to  teach  the  truth  to  the  In- 
dians would  always  go  forth  by  twos.  This  was  to  be 
a  sign  of  the  true  Indian  religion.  If  only  one  teach- 
er came,  the  grandfather  said  to  listen  to  him  and 
pick  out  that  which  was  good.  However,  if  teachers 
of  religion  came  in  pairs  he  should  believe  all  that 
they  said,  because  it  would  be  true. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
^Documentary  History  of  the  Church;  Volume  VI;   page  402. 
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THE  GREAT  WHITE  FATHER  WILL  RETURN  (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


The  old  Indian  grandfather  had  told  his  grand- 
son some  of  the  ancient  traditions  of  the  Indian 
religion.  He  told  Art  about  the  great  journey  of 
their  forefathers  across  the  large  waters;  of  the  visit 
of  the  great  white  God,  and  his  promise  that  he 
would  return;  and  of  the  great  battle  in  which  many 
of  the  Indian  people  had  been  killed.  [End  of  Scene 
IV.] 

After  his  grandfather  had  passed  on,  two  teach- 
ers of  religion  came  to  the  home  of  Art  Wakolee. 
They  were  Mormon  missionaries.  As  they  visited 
him,  they  told  him  the  story  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon; that  in  it  was  the  story  of  his  forefathers  and 
how  they  had  traveled  in  boats  across  the  mighty 
ocean  from  Jerusalem  with  the  prophet  Lehi;  of  the 
visit  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  western  continent  and 
of  his  promise  that  he  would  return;  and  of  the 
final  and  great  battle  in  which  many  of  the  people 
were  killed. 

Young  Wakolee  was  very  pleased.  These  Mor- 
mon elders  had  brought  him  the  same  stories  he 
had  learned  as  a  young  boy  from  his  grandfather! 
He  discovered  that  the  ancient  Indian  religion  was 
basically  the  same  as  that  taught  by  The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  [End  of  Scene 
V.] 

After  much  study  and  prayer,  Art  Wakolee  was 
converted  and  baptized.  He  has  become  a  great  re- 
ligious leader  among  his  people.  He  testifies  to  them 
that  the  Great  White  God  will  come  again,  as  prom- 
ised. He  helps  them  to  see  and  understand  that  the 
record  of  what  they  have  believed  through  the  years 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  is  a 
story  and  a  record  of  their  people. 

The  Indians  are  waiting  for  the  gospel,  and  the 
missionaries  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  are  bringing  it  to  them  daily.  In 
the  Book  of  Mormon  they  are  finding  the  full  story 
and  proof  of  the  legends  and  traditions  that  they 
have  believed  for  so  long.  [End  of  Scene  VI.'] 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story: 

Key  to  Flannelboard  Figures 

OT— Old  Testament;  BM— Book  of  Mormon;  NT— New 
Testament;  CH — Church  History;  ML — Modern  Life; 
PGP — Pearl  of  Great  Price;  DC — Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Character*   and    Props    Needed    for   This   Presentation   Are: 

Keokuk  and  other  Indians  in  a  boat   (CH167). 

Nauvoo  Legion  band  members  (CH168). 

Joseph  Smith  (Use  CH164  from  Part  I,  January,  1969). 

Indians    (Use   ML69   and    ML70    from    Part    I,    January, 

1969) . 
Art  Wakolee  as  a  grown  man  after  baptism  (ML71). 
Elder  Richard  Felt  and  companion  (ML72). 


A  wigwam  (teacher  may  make  simple  drawing  and  color). 

Art  Wakolee  as  a  boy  (ML73) . 

Art  Wakolee's  grandfather  (ML74) . 

Art  Wakolee  as  a  young  man  before  baptism  (ML75). 

Two  Mormon  elders  (ML76) . 

Art  Wakolee  being  baptized  (ML77). 

Order  of   Episodes; 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene  at  riverside. 

Action:   Keokuk  and  other  Indians  have   come   across 
the  river  on  a  ferryboat  and  are  being  met  by  the 
Nauvoo  Legion  Band  and  also  by  Joseph  Smith. 
Scene  II: 

Scenery:  The  kitchen  of  the  Joseph  Smith  home. 

Action:  Joseph  Smith  is  telling  the  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians about   the   story  of  their   ancestors   as   told 
in  the  Book  of   Mormon. 
Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Indoor  scene. 

Action:  Brother  Art  Wakolee  is  relating  to  Elder  Rich- 
ard Felt  and  his  companion  the  story  of  his  youth 
with  his  grandfather,  and  of  his  own  conversion. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene,  in  front  of  a  wigwam. 

Action:   The  boy   Art   Wakolee   is   being   told   by    his 
grandfather  about   the    signs    of    the   true    Indian 
religion   and   some   of   the  traditions    of   his    fore- 
fathers. 
Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Indoor /outdoor  scene  (at  door  of  Art  Wako- 
lee's home) . 

Action:  Art  Wakolee  is   greeting   two   Mormon  elders 
who   have    come    to   his    door    with    the   Book    of 
Mormon,  the  true  story  of  his  forefathers. 
Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Art  Wakolee  is  being  baptized. 
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THE      I  NSTRUCTOR 


Sunday  School  Teacher!  What  kind  of  story 
do  the  chairs  in  your  classroom  tell? 


Once  a  week  it  was  my  privilege  to  help  set  up 
chairs  in  the  church  house  for  the  day's  Primary 
activities.  Chairs  and  work  tables  had  to  be  rear- 
ranged and  carried  about  from  room  to  room.  Over 
a  period  of  time  I  became  aware  of  the  morning 
activities  of  the  seminary  class  which  met  daily  at 
the  sleepy-student  hour  of  6:25  a.m. 

As  a  former  seminary  teacher  myself,  I  was  sen- 
sitive to  frequent  comments  regarding  the  regimen- 
tation and  strict  formality  of  the  seminary  class 
during  the  first  part  of  the  school  year.  The  instruc- 
tion was  excellent,  but  the  set,  unvaried  routine  was 
monotonous  for  the  teen-age  group. 

During  the  four  autumn  months,  from  September 
to  January,  the  room  arrangement  was  seldom 
changed.  At  the  end  of  that  period  the  instructor 
was  transferred  for  business  reasons,  and  a  new 
seminary  teacher  took  over  the  pre- dawn 
instructional  duties. 

The  seminary  room  immediately  took 
on  a  totally  different  personality.  The 
physical  features  of  the  room  indicated  a 
flexible,  relaxed  attitude;  one  of  variety 
and  color.  The  piano  was  up  in  front  rather 
than  in  the  back  corner.  The  materials  on 
the  walls,  pictures  and  inspirational  ideas, 
were  bright  and  alive  with  colors.  A  record  player 
indicated  sacred  music  by  the  Church  choir  before 
and  immediately  after  class.  A  serene  reverence  was 
suggested  by  every  facet  of  the  environment. 

Each  week  told  a  different  story.  On  my  first 
visit  after  the  new  instructor's  installation,  the 
chairs  were  arranged  in  the  order  of  a  panel  discus- 
sion, with  two  groups  facing  each  other.  Religious 
topics  were  listed  on  the  board,  and  rules  of  proce- 
dure gave  each  participant  a  four-minute  time  limit. 
Four  students  to  a  side,  plus  a  moderator  and  timer, 
gave  a  minimum  of  ten  students  opportunity  for 
expression,  activity,  and  involvement. 

On  another  day  the  chairs  were  in  a  close  circle 
indicating  a  spiritual  testimony  experience.  And  on 
succeeding  days  I  found  the  chairs  surrounding  a 
tape  recorder  which  still  held  the  words  of  an  in- 
spirational religious  speaker;  bunched  in  the  back 
of  the  room  for  slide-projector  scenes  of  the  Proph- 
et's early  childhood;  surrounding  a  flannelboard  for 
an  intimate  gospel  discussion;  grouped  away  from  a 
movie  projector  with  the   film   "Man's   Search  for 
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by  Gaylen  D.  Masters' 
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(Especially  for  teachers;  and  of  general  interest.) 


Happiness"  on  the  reel;  in  orderly  rows  facing  a 
rostrum,  indicating  a  guest  speaker.  The  last  ar- 
rangement of  chairs  was  in  the  round;  I  later  found 
that  a  student  group  of  traveling  entertainers  from 
the  Church  university  had  given  an  early-morning 
performance  for  the  seminary  class. 

Watching  the  arrangements  of  the  chairs,  I  be- 
came more  and  more  aware  that  significant  lessons 
were  being  taught  in  this  class.  My  curiosity  be- 
came so  great  that  I  decided  to  visit  the  class  my- 
self. The  record  of  the  chairs  was  accurate.  The 
hour  was  stimulating  and  alive,  with  active,  non- 
spectator  students.  Within  that  hour  and  during 
later  visiting  sessions,  I  realized  that  there  was  a 
time  for  quietness  and  a  time  for  activity  which  the 
students  were  very  conscious  of  and  respected.  It 
(Concluded  on  page  59.) 

*Gaylen  D.  Masters  received  a  B.A.  from  the  University  of 
Washington  in  1953.  He  has  also  attended  Brigham  Young  University 
and  the  University  of  Utah.  A  former  seminary  teacher,  he  now 
teaches  secondary  English  in  Tacoma,  Washington,  where  he  serves 
as  stake  MIA  age-group  counselor  in  the  Puget  Sound  Stake.  His 
wife  is  Maryrene  Rencher  Masters;   the  couple  have  six   children. 
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PLANNING  YOUR 
LESSON  PRESENTATION 

Teacher  Development  Article  for  Faculty  and  Leadership  Meetings 


PART   I 


by  Rex  D.  Pinegar 


As  a  teacher  in  the  Church,  you  should  be  fully 
aware  of  your  great  responsibility  and  continually 
seek  the  Lord's  help  to  meet  the  challenge  of  teach- 
ing the  gospel.  The  following  suggestions  can  be  an 
aid  to  your  inspiration  and  testimony. 

Planning  Guide 

1.  Set  aside  a  specific  time  and  place  to  plan 
your  lesson.  Have  your  materials  handy — scriptures, 
lesson  manual,  teachers  supplement,  The  Instructor, 
paper,  and  pencil. 

2.  Pray.  Begin  your  planning  by  consulting  the 
Master  Planner.  This  is  his  gospel;  you  are  teach- 
ing his  children.  Supplication  for  assistance  in  plan- 
ning and  presenting  the  lesson  material  is  always  a 
prerequisite  to  teaching  with  the  Spirit. 

3.  Write  down  the  main  idea.  The  main  idea 
is  the  base  upon  which  the  lesson  is  taught.  Hinging 
the  lesson  on  one  main  idea  gives  it  focus  and  keeps 
both  teacher  and  student  on  the  same  track.  Under 
the  main  idea  list  supporting  ideas  to  be  taught; 
this  forms  the  outline  of  your  lesson. 

To  determine  the  main  idea,  read  the  lesson  ma- 
terial prayerfully.  Keep  in  mind  the  general  purpose 
of  the  course.  Look  for  the  major  gospel  teaching  or 


principle  to  be  instilled  in  the  lives  of  the  students. 
Write  it  down  as  a  sentence. 

4.  Define  lesson  objectives.  Lesson  objectives 
are  statements  of  how  a  student  behaves  as  he 
comprehends  the  main  idea.  Read  the  lesson  mate- 
rial a  second  time.  This  time  think  of  ways  each 
student  may  behave  (perform)  to  demonstrate  his 
understanding  of  the  main  idea.  Ask  yourself: 
"What  can  the  student  do  to  show  that  he  can  live 
this  gospel  principle?"  Remember,  your  objective  is 
to  get  the  student  to  do  something  with  or  about 
what  he  knows.  Write  down  your  lesson  objectives. 

5.  Plan  learning  activities.  Having  determined 
the  lesson  objectives,  answer  the  following: 

a.  Showing:  What  can  I  do  to  show  the  main 
idea  to  the  students?  (See  item  on  teaching 
aids  below.) 

b.  Discussing:  What  can  I  do  to  get  the  students 
to  discuss  the  main  idea  (1)  with  each  other, 
and  (2)  with  me? 

c.  Applying:  What  can  I  do  to  get  each  student 
to  apply  the  main  idea  (1)  in  class,  and 
(2)  following  class? 

Now  list  your  learning  activities. 

6.  Evaluate:  The  student  needs  to  know  when 
he  has  met  the  lesson  requirements;  he  needs  to 
know  when  and  if  he  has  learned  what  you  have  pre- 
sented. Ask  yourself,  "How  can  I  determine  whether 
or  not  the  students  have  grasped  the  main  idea?" 
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Such  an  evaluation  might  be  accomplished  in  class 
through  use  of  a  test,  oral  or  written;  by  challeng- 
ing the  students  to  a  scriptural  search;  by  having 
teams  write  questions  based  on  the  lesson  content 
for  use  at  the  close  of  the  lesson,  etc.  Following 
class,  students  may  be  invited  to  evaluate  their 
application  of  the  main  idea  through  use  of  a  re- 
cording chart,  performing  a  specific  deed  or  prepar- 
ing to  report  on  progress  next  Sunday. 

Select  a  means  for  evaluation.   Write  it  down. 

7.  Make  assignments.  An  appropriate  assign- 
ment gets  the  student  involved  in  living  the  gospel 
principle  taught.  You  might  ask  yourself,  "What 
can  I  have  the  student  do  to  (a)  follow  through 
with  an  application  of  today's  main  idea?  (activi- 
ties); (b)  prepare  for  next  week's  lesson?  (readings, 
activities) ." 

Write  the  assignment  to  be  given  to  each  student. 

8.  Find  teaching  aids.  After  the  second  reading 
of  the  lesson  content,  determine  the  types  of  aids 
needed  to  illustrate  effectively  the  main  idea  and  its 
supporting  ideas,  or  to  stimulate  class  discussion  of 
the  main  idea  and  its  supporting  ideas. 

a.  Visual  aids:  pictures,  realia,  diagrams,  film- 
strips,  movies,  etc. 

b.  Audio  aids:  records,  tape  recordings,  talks  by 
class  members,  etc. 

c.  Resource  people:  Is  there  someone  whose  life 
experiences  demonstrate  the  positive  aspects 
of  living  the  gospel  principle  being  taught? 
Would  the  students  respond  favorably  toward 
him  or  her? 

Make  or  obtain  the  aids:  search  The  Instructor 
and  other  Church  magazines;  contact  the  teaching 
aids  specialist  or  ward  librarian;  visit  a  nearby 
crafts  shop,  etc. 


Items  3  through  7  are  essential  ingredients  to 
successful  lesson  plans.  You  will  find  more  satisfac- 
tion from  your  lesson  presentation  when  you  have 
included  them  in  your  planning. 

Library  File  Reference:  TEACHERS   AND  TEACHING— TECHNIQUES. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  CHAIRS     (Concluded  from  page  57.) 

was  as  Joseph  Smith  had  said:  ".  . .  Teach  them  cor- 
rect principles  and  they  govern  themselves."1 

It  was  as  though  the  chairs  and  all  the  physical 
properties  of  the  room  were  being  used  to  aid  the 
teacher  in  demonstrating  the  concepts  and  principles 
of  the  lessons.  The  chairs  themselves  were  much 
more  than  just  stationary  fixtures  filled  with  listen- 
ers; in  reality  they  actually  took  part  and  contribut- 
ed to  the  class. 

Regimentation  and  formality  breed  standardiza- 
tion, which  is  not  part  of  the  teachings  of  Christ. 
The  chairs  themselves  told  the  story. 


1Stories  About  Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet,  compiled  by  Edwin 
F.  Parry;  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1934;  page  12. 
Library  File  Reference:  TEACHERS   AND  TEACHING— TECHNIQUES. 


COMING   EVENTS 

April  4, 5,  6, 1969 

General  Conference 

April  6, 1969 

Sunday  School  Conference 

•    •     • 

April  6, 1969 
Easter  Sunday 
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Photo  by  H.  Armstrong  Roberts. 


After  many  years  of  study  and  research, 
psychologists  and  educators  have  found  that 
through  an  enriched  environment  in  which 
children  Do  and  Say  .  .  . 

INTELLIGENCE 
CAN  BE  CHANGED 

by  Ethna  R.  Reid 

Intelligence  can  be  changed! 

This  knowledge  is  new,  indeed.  Prior  to  1960 
many  psychologists  and  educators  said  intelligence 
was  fixed  at  birth,  and  a  child's  capacity  to  learn 
was  predetermined  by  the  intelligence  of  his  parents. 

It  was  commonly  accepted  during  this  period  of 
time  that  no  one  could  change  a  person's  intelligence, 
any  more  than  he  could  change  the  color  of  his  eyes. 

The  accepted  theory  that  intelligence  could  not 
be  changed  caused  teachers  to  neglect  children  with 
low  I.Q.  test  scores.  It  also  resulted  in  their  ex- 
pecting little  from  children  whose  parents  did  not 
have  many  years  of  schooling  and  who  had  low- 
paying  jobs. 

A  Commonly  Accepted  Theory 

It  was  this  commonly  accepted  theory  that  en- 
couraged experts  on  child-rearing  in  the  1930's  and 
1940's  to  let  children  play  games  until  they  were 
old  enough  for  first  grade.  Even  then  the  child  was 


not  supposed  to  be  taught  until  he  felt  the  need  for 
it.  If  intelligence  could  not  be  changed,  then  chil- 
dren were  better  off  without  "stimulation"  to  do 
and  learn  that  which  supposedly  was  not  within 
their  reach. 

Teachers  stood  by  and  "waited"  for  the  slow- 
bloomer  to  "mature"  or  for  "readiness"  to  develop 
— if  it  could  or  would.  (As  if  a  plant  could  thrive 
without  sunlight,  water,  and  appropriate  plant  food! ) 

"Psychologists,  anthropologists,  geneticists,  and 
miscellaneousists  had  their  proof.  The  giraffe  didn't 
get  his  long  neck  by  reaching,  by  exercising;  he  in- 
herited it."1  So  it  was  with  intelligence.  The  mind 
could  not  be  stretched  any  more  than  could  the 
giraffe's  neck. 

The  Most  Crucial  Period 

Since  1960,  modern-day  psychologists,  after 
many  years  of  study  and  research,  have  found  that 
intelligence  is  not  fixed.  It  is  not  unchangeable.  In- 
telligence can  be  changed  by  the  kinds  of  experi- 
ences adults  provide  children. 

Psychologists  tell  us: 

The  more  opportunities  we  give  a  child  to  make 
use  of  his  intelligence,  at  an  earlier  age  in  his  life, 
the  more  we  will  be  able  to  stimulate  his  capacity 
to  learn. 

General  intelligence  appears  to  develop  as  much 
from  birth  to  age  four  as  it  does  during  the  next  13 
years  from  age  four  to  age  18.  Eighty  percent  of  a 
child's  intelligence  at  age  18  has  already  developed 
by  the  time  the  child  is  eight  years  old.2  One-third 
of  his  complete  vocabulary  is  developed  by  the  time 
he  enters  school  at  age  six. 

The  years  up  to  age  nine  (or  grade  three)  form 
the  most  crucial  period  for  the  development  of  gen- 
eral learning  patterns.  All  subsequent  learning  is 
affected  and  in  large  part  determined  by  what  the 
child  has  learned  through  the  age  of  eight3 — or,  in 
other  words,  the  age  of  accountability. 

Preparation  for  advanced  learning  tasks  must 
take  place  in  earlier  years.  A  child's  ability  to 
understand  and  perform  has  to  be  developed,  Readi- 
ness is  taught.  We  do  not  "wait"  for  a  child  to 
learn. 

After  his  early  years  have  past,  and  in  later 
periods  of  development  during  the  least  rapid  period 
of  growth,  experiences  will  be  less  effective  in  chang- 
ing a  child's  general  learning  pattern.    Experiences 


(For  Courses  3  to   8;    and  particularly   for  teachers   and   parents 
of  young  children.) 


^Siegfried  and  Therese  Engelmann,  Give  Your  Child  a  Superior 
Mind;  Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1966;  page  39.  Used  by 
permission. 

aBenjamin  S.  Bloom,  Stability  and  Change  in  Human  Character- 
istics: John  Wiley  and  Sons,   Inc.,  New  York,   N.Y.,   1964;   page   68. 

3Benjamin  S.  Bloom,  Stability  and  Change  in  Human  Character- 
istics; page  68. 
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serve  as  a  fulcrum.  If  provided  at  the  proper  time, 
they  make  learning  easy.  The  earlier  the  experiences, 
the  greater  effect  they  have  on  his  life. 

Intelligence  and  general  achievement  can  be 
most  drastically  affected  by  the  experiences  pro- 
vided a  child  during  his  most  rapid  period  of  growth. 
This  is  during  the  years  between  birth  and  age  nine. 

The   Brain's  Chemistry 

An  increase  of  20  I.Q.  points  is  a  fair  estimate 
of  what  a  child  can  achieve  when  his  environment 
is  enriched.4  The  amount  of  increase  in  intelligence 
during  these  early  years  corresponds  to  achievement 
during  adulthood. 

Dr.  David  Krech,  University  of  California,  has 
demonstrated  with  rats  that  animals  exposed  to  an 
enriched  learning  environment  end  up  with  brains 
physically  different  from  those  of  animals  which  have 
not  been  so  challenged  but  rather  left  to  languish 
in  an  impoverished  environment. 

An  environment  that  lacks  direct  experiences,  and 
one  that  is  unstimulating,  creates  an  animal  with  a 
relatively  deteriorated  brain — a  brain  with  a  thin 
and  light  cortex,  lowered  blood  supply,  diminished 
enzymatic  activity,  smaller  neuronal  cell  bodies,  and 
fewer  glia  cells.  As  a  result  of  the  educational  tasks 
given  the  enriched  rat,  the  cortex  expands,  grows 
deeper  and  heavier;  the  glia  cells  increase,  the  diam- 
eters of  the  blood  vessels  enlarge. 

In  other  words,  a  lack  of  educational  experiences 
results  in  noticeable,  measurable,  deteriorative 
changes  in  the  brain's  chemistry  and  anatomy. 

In  some  of  the  poorer  orphanage  environments, 
where  the  variety  of  stimulation  is  minimal,  only 
42  percent  of  the  children  sit  alone  at  two  years 
of  age  and  only  15  percent  walk  alone  at  four 
years  of  age.5  In  contrast,  home-reared  children  near- 
ly always  sit  alone  at  nine  months  of  age  and  walk 
alone  by  age  two. 

Because  of  these  startling  concepts,  since  1960 
the  United  States  government  has  devoted  great 
amounts  of  federal  funds  to  provide  "early"  intel- 
lectually enriched  experiences  for  selected  children 
throughout  America. 

When  a  child  is  continually  provided  with  en- 
riched experiences  that  increase  his  intelligence,  he 
will  always  outdistance  in  ability  a  child  who  is 
denied  such  experiences.  Realizing  this,  government 
officials  and  educators  are  concerned  with  the  de- 
privation inherent  in  areas  throughout  the  country 
and  with  deprivation  occurring  wherever  a  child  is 
denied  opportunities  for  growth.  But  lack  of  experi- 
ence is  no  respector  of  class  or  ethnic  group. 

4Benjamin  S.  Bloom,  Stability  and  Change  in  Human  Character- 
istics. 

5J.  McV.  Hunt,  Intelligence  and  Experience;  The  Ronald  Press 
Co.,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1961;  page  6. 


A  Springtime  of  Learning 

These  frontiers  of  learning  are  in  direct  support 
of  LDS  scriptures.  In  1843  it  was  revealed  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  that: 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto 
in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection. 
And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge  and  intelli- 
gence in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and  obedience 
than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  the  advantage 
in  the  world  to  come.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
130:18,  19.) 

A  person  can  gain  MORE  intelligence  through  his 
diligence  and  obedience,  or  in  other  words,  through 
his  experiences,  and  thus  have  an  advantage  in  this 
world  and  in  the  world  to  come.  Conversely,  a  per- 
son who  is  deprived  or  deprives  himself  by  the 
choices  he  makes  will  have  a  lesser  advantage. 

It  was  also  revealed  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  gave  us  a  springtime  in 
the  lives  of  children  for  planting  the  seeds  of  the 
gospel.  This  is  those  early  years  before  age  eight. 

Wherefore,  they  cannot  sin,  for  power  is  not  given 
unto  Satan  to  tempt  little  children,  until  they  begin 
to  become  accountable  before  me.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  29:47.) 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go:  and 
when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart  from  it.  (Proverbs 
22:6.) 

Set  the  Course 

The  Lord  has  revealed  to  man  in  direct  revela- 
tion and  through  the  knowledge  given  to  modern- 
day  scientists  through  the  Holy  Ghost  that: 

1.  The  development  of  intelligence  is  directly 
related  to  experience. 

2.  Deprived  environments — those  which  fail  to 
provide  proper  experiences  for  children — retard  in- 
tellectual growth. 

3.  Enriched  environments  produce  noticeable, 
measurable,  physically  different  brain  structures. 

4.  An  increase  of  20  I.Q.  points  can  be  obtained 
as  a  result  of  enriched  experiences. 

5.  Intellectual  capacity  is  most  easily  affected 
in  the  early  years  before  age  four,  and  general 
achievement  before  age  nine — during  the  periods  of 
most  rapid  growth. 

6.  The  younger  a  child  is  when  educational  ex- 
periences are  provided,  the  more  easily  his  intelli- 
gence can  be  affected. 

7.  The  crucial  years  for  spiritual  instruction, 
then,  are  those  years  between  birth  and  age  eight. 

These  are  the  most  important  years  in  human 
(Concluded  on  page  62.) 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


Enrollment  of  Adult  Members 

Q.  Should  all  adult  members  of 
the  ward  be  enrolled  in  Sunday 
School? 

A.  Yes.  The  Sunday  School 
secretary  should  check  the  ward 
records  with  the  ward  clerk  once 
each  month  and  make  certain  that 
names  of  all  adult  members  are 
on  adult  class  rolls.  When  inac- 
tive members  are  discovered  who 
are  not  on  a  roll,  they  should  be 
placed  on  the  Gospel  Doctrine  roll 

Memorized  Recitations 


as    "potential"    members    of    the 
class. 

Dividing  the  Gospel  Doctrine  Class 

Q.  Is  it  permissible  to  divide 
the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  into 
junior  and  senior  groups? 

A.  Yes.  Where  physical  facili- 
ties permit,  a  junior  Gospel  Doc- 
trine class  consisting  of  young 
married  people  is  often  desirable. 
It  pursues  the  same  course  of 
study  as  the  senior  class,  based  on 


the  material  prescribed  for  Gospel 
Doctrine  Course  27  or  28,  as  it 
alternates  each  year. 

Renting   Films 

Q.  Where  may  copies  of  the 
Sunday  School  films  "PIER"  and 
"No  Greater  Call"  be  obtained? 

A.  Both  Deseret  Book  Com- 
pany and  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity have  a  film-rental  department 
where  these  films  may  be  rented 
for  $5.00  a  showing. 


for  April,  1969 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  10  and  18  during  Febru- 
ary and  March,  1969,  and  recited 
in  unison  by  the  respective  classes 
during  the  Sunday  School  worship 
service  on  April  fast  day. 

Course  10: 

(In  this  scripture  Paul  reminds 
us  that  each  of  us  will  be  resur- 
rected individually  to  the  glory  he 


has    earned    during    his    life    on 
earth.) 

"There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun, 
and  another  glory  of  the  moon,  and 
another  glory  of  the  stars:  for  one 
star  differeth  from  another  star  in 
glory.  So  also  is  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead.  .  .  ." 

— 1  Corinthians  15:41-42. 

Course  18: 

(In  this  scripture  Alma  describes 
the  miracle   of   the   resurrection, 


when  all  who  have  lived  and  died 
on  earth  will  receive  their  im- 
mortal bodies  and  become  com- 
plete.) 

"The  soul  shall  be  restored  to 
the  body,  and  the  body  to  the  soul; 
yea,  and  every  limb  and  joint  shall 
be  restored  to  its  body;  yea,  even 
a  hair  of  the  head  shall  not  be 
lost;  but  all  things  shall  be  re- 
stored to  their  proper  and  perfect 
frame." 

—Alma  40:23. 


INTELLIGENCE  CAN   BE  CHANGED 

(Concluded  from  page  61.) 


development.  This  is  the  critical  period  in  laying  a 
solid  spiritual  foundation  for  members  of  the  Church. 
These  years  set  the  course  for  later  learning  and 
practice  of  the  gospel. 

Children   Do  and  Say 

Team  effort  in  the  Sunday  School  is  required  to 
provide  the  enriched  experiences  needed  for  children. 

What  is  an  enriched  environment  for  children? 

It  is  an  environment  in  which  children  DO  and 
SAY! 

An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which  chil- 
dren have  direct  contact  whenever  possible  (through 
their  senses)  with  actual  objects,  events,  or  circum- 
stances. 

An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which  vicari- 
ous experiences  are  provided  through  the  use  of 
films,  models,  pictures,  and  audio  tapes,  when  the 
real  object  is  unobtainable. 


An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which  the 
child  physically  puts  into  practice  that  which  the 
teacher  wants  him  to  do. 

An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which  each 
child  is  given  the  opportunity  to  talk  about,  and  put 
into  words,  feelings  and  interpretations  of  the  stimu- 
lation provided. 

An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which  chil- 
dren solve  problems  and  are  allowed  to  think  inde- 
pendently of  the  teacher's  opinions. 

An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which  such 
described  behaviors  are  rewarded  by  the  teacher's 
approval.6 

Realizing  the  importance  of  the  early  years  in 
teaching  children,  Sunday  School  superintendents 
and  coordinators  must  provide  children  opportuni- 
ties for  maximum  participation  during  Sunday 
School.  An  enriched  environment  is  one  in  which 
children  DO  and  SAY — in  opening  exercises  as  well 
as  during  class  time. 


•Benjamin  S.  Bloom,  Stability  and  Change  in  Human  Character- 
istics; pages  77,  78. 
Library  Pile  Reference:  INTELLIGENCE. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hymn  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  April 


Hymn:  "Oh  Hark!  A  Glorious  Sound 
Is  Heard";  author,  W.  0.  Robinson; 
composer,  Frank  W.  Asper;  Hymns — 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  No.  134. 

As  our  thoughts  turn  this  month 
to  the  remarkable  events  of  the 
first  Easter  and  their  assurance  of 
resurrection  to  all  mankind,  our 
hearts  are  filled  with  joy  at  the 
recognition  of  the  transcendent 
blessing  of  eternal  life  promised  us. 
What  better  way  to  show  our 
exultation  than  to  sing  a  great 
hymn  of  praise — "Oh  Hark!  A 
Glorious  Sound  Is  Heard"?  Not 
specifically  listed  as  an  Easter 
hymn,  it  is  nevertheless  a  hymn 
dealing  with  Easter  and  its  impli- 
cations in  our  lives.  Its  text  is  one 
of  an  assurance  of  Christ's  victory 
over  sin  and  death,  of  his  ultimate 
triumphant  reign,  and  of  the  need 
for  us  to  remain  steadfast  in  pur- 
pose that  we  may  share  with  him 
in  the  glorious  things  to  come.  But 
its  implications  are  real  for  us  in 
this  life  as  well  as  the  next — that 
all  will  be  well  if  we  remain  stead- 
fast and  true.  We  are  reminded  of 
Browning's  verse: 

Grow  old  along  with  me! 

The  best  is  yet  to  be, 

The  last  of  life,  for  which  the  first 

was  made; 
Our  times  are  in  His  hand 
Who  saith,  "A  whole  I  planned, 
Youth  shows  but  half;  trust  God 
See  all,  nor  be  afraid!"1 

!Robert  Browning,  "Rabbi  ben  Ezra,"  quot- 
ed in  The  Oxford  Dictionary  of  Quotations, 
2nd  Edition;  Oxford  University  Press,  Lon- 
don, England,  1955;  page  95. 


So,  as  we  sing  of  righteous 
youth's  enthusiastic  advocacy  of 
truth  and  principle,  we  are  re- 
minded that  "down  the  ages,  on 
and  on,  increasing  every  hour,  in 
loyalty  and  faith  we  go,  in  man- 
hood, grace,  and  power."  For  us 
it  is  the  light  of  truth  which  "as 
beacon  points  the  way"  through- 
out this  life  and  all  eternity. 

"Oh  Hark!  A  Glorious  Sound  Is 
Heard"  is  one  of  10  hymns  in  the 
present  hymnbook  with  music  by 
Frank  W.  Asper,  although  most  of 
these  are  little  known  to  Church 
members.  Brother  Asper's  long 
and  distinguished  career  as  Taber- 
nacle organist  is  much  better 
known  than  his  career  as  a  com- 
poser, although  he  has  made  great 
contributions  in  this  field  also. 

The  rousing,  upward-surging 
melody  of  this  hymn  will  be  easily 
grasped  by  the  congregation,  as 
will  be  the  voice  parts  if  the  hymn 
is  sung  in  harmony  rather  than  in 
unison.  Although  we  have  sug- 
gested it  from  time  to  time  in  The 
Instructor,  many  choristers  still 
do  not  allow  their  singers  the  op- 
portunity of  singing  an  occasional 
hymn,  or  at  least  an  occasional 
stanza,  in  unison.  Try  perhaps  the 
first  and  final  stanzas  in  unison 
once  in  a  while  for  an  interesting 
variety. 

It  is  true  that  this  hymn  may  be 
a  bit  high  for  some  low  voices  to 
sing  easily  in  unison.  Because  of 
the  relatively  simple  harmony  and 
the   few   accidentals   indicated   in 


the  score,  it  would  be  an  interest- 
ing and  worthwhile  exercise  for  the 
organist  to  practice  during  the 
week  on  a  transposition  from  the 
present  key  of  G  Major  to  F  Major. 
Learning  to  transpose  efficiently 
is  extremely  valuable  to  an  accom- 
panist, and  in  this  case  the  change 
should  not  prove  difficult.  An 
easy  modulation  can  be  achieved 
on  the  final  measure  by  playing 
the  G  major  chord  for  two  beats 
as  indicated,  then  (reading  from 
bottom  to  top)  a  dominant  seventh 
chord  in  the  key  of  F— C,  Bb,  E, 
and  G  for  one  beat  to  get  to  the 
new  key.  This  will  prove  both  in- 
teresting and  enjoyable  for  the 
singers  on  the  final  stanza. 

To  the  Organist: 

Make  sure  that  the  accompani- 
ment to  this  hymn  is  strong,  with 
the  notes  well  detached,  and  with 
particular  attention  being  given 
to  the  textual  phrasing. 

— Ralph  Woodward. 


THERE  IS  NO  DEATH 

There  is  no  death!  The  leaves  may  fall 
To  rise  upon  some  fairer  shore; 

And  bright  in  Heaven's  jewelled  crown 
They  shine  forevermore. 

There  is  no  death!  The  leaves  may  fall, 
And  flowers  may  fade  and  pass  away; 

They  only  wait  through  wintry  hours, 
The  coming  of  the  May. 

— John  L.  McCreery. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn 
for  the  Month  of  April 


Hymn:  "An  Easter  Carol";  author 
and  composer,  Elizabeth  Fetzer  Bates 
(see  opposite). 


Easter  and  general  conference 
fall  on  the  same  date  this  year — 
April  6.  In  some  areas  Sunday 
School  musicians  will  need  to  plan 
around  that  fact.  Recognizing  that 
Easter  is  the  first  Sunday  in  April, 
Sister  Foster  planned  to  introduce 
the  hymn  for  April  on  March  16. 
The  hymn  for  March,  "He  Shall 
Feed  His  Flock,"  was  fairly  well 
underway  when  she  decided  to 
switch  her  emphasis  to  "An  Easter 
Carol." 

As  the  children  finished  singing 
"He  Shall  Feed  His  Flock  Like  a 
Shepherd,"  Sister  Foster  held  up 
a  picture  of  Christ  on  the  cross. 
She  looked  puzzled  and  asked, 
"How  can  Jesus,  who  lived  so 
many,  many  years  ago,  and  died 
in  a  land  far  across  the  ocean,  still 
take  care  of  us,  his  sheep,  today? 
I  know  a  great  king  who  lived  hun- 
dreds of  years  ago  in  a  land  near 
where  Christ  lived,  but  he  died  and 
he  can't  help  anybody  today.  How 
can  Jesus  help  us?"  By  guiding 
the  children  through  questions, 
she  was  able  to  draw  out  the  truths 
that  Jesus  was  different  from  all 
other  men,  that  he  was  the  Son 
of  God,  and  that  he  was  resur- 


An  Easter  Carol 


Elizabeth  Fetzer  Bates 
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rected  after  he  died  and  appeared 
to  many  people. 

Sister  Foster  then  held  up  a  pic- 
ture of  the  nativity  and  said, 
"When  Jesus  was  born  many  years 
ago,  angels  and  shepherds  and  wise 
men  all  were  filled  with  joy  and 
happiness  that  their  Savior  had 
been  born.  Do  you  know  one  of 
the  songs  we  sing  to  express  that 
joy?"  The  children  named  several. 
Sister  Foster  nodded  to  the  accom- 
panist, who  played  the  first  phrase 
of  "Joy  to  the  World."  The 
children  sang  the  song  through. 

"After  Jesus  grew  from  a  little 
baby  to  a  big,  strong  man,  and 
after  he  had  finished  his  work  of 


teaching  the  gospel  and  helping 
people,  his  enemies  had  him  put  to 
death.  How  do  you  think  the 
people  who  loved  Jesus  felt  when 
they  saw  him  on  the  cross,  dying? 
Yes,  very  sad.  They  felt  that  life 
was  not  worth  living  with  Jesus 
gone;  but  Jesus  was  different  from 
every  other  man.  On  the  third 
day  after  his  death,  what  hap- 
pened?" Some  of  the  older  children 
were  able  to  tell  of  the  appearance 
of  Jesus  to  Mary,  to  Peter  and 
John,  and  to  the  apostles  and  other 
disciples. 

Slowly  she  helped  the  children 
feel  how  those  people  must  have 
felt  as  the  word  began  to  spread 


April  Sacrament  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

"But  now  is  Christ  risen  from 
the  dead,  and  become  the  first- 
fruits  of  them  that  slept."1 

Junior  Sunday  School 

The  Savior  said,  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments."2 

xl  Corinthians  15:20. 
2John  14:15. 


Organ   Music  To   Accompany   April   Sacrament   Gems 


Simplice 


Darwin  K.  Wolford 
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that  Christ  was  resurrected — that 
he  lived!  "While  he  no  longer 
walked  with  them  on  the  earth,  he 
still  continued  to  teach  them  and 
bless  them  because  he  had  now 
taken  his  place  in  heaven,  as  God 
of  this  earth.  Oh,  how  glad  every- 
one was  then!  Their  joy  was  even 
greater  than  it  was  at  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  Do  you  remember  how  we 
sang,  'Joy  to  the  world,  the  Lord 
is  come'?"  She  had  the  children 
sing  it  again. 

"Let  me  sing  another  song  about 
joy  to  the  world  and  see  if  you  can 
tell  why  we  are  glad  in  this  song." 
Sister  Foster  sang  for  them,  "Joy 
to  the  world,  Christ  is  ris'n  today. 
Joy  to  the  world,  he  has  led  the 
way.  Hallelujah."  Through  her 
questioning  she  led  them  to  the 
understanding  that  this  hymn 
speaks  of  Easter,  the  anniversary  of 
the  day  when  Christ  was  resur- 
rected. She  showed  them  on  the 
calendar  how  many  more  days  it 
would  be  until  Easter  Sunday.  She 
had  them  clap  the  melody  rhythm 
of  "Joy  to  the  world"  in  Handel's 
Christmas  carol.  Then  she  had 
them  clap  the  melody  rhythm  of 
"Joy  to  the  world"  as  she  sang  "An 
Easter  Carol."  The  children  no- 
ticed that  in  this  song  the  same 
rhythm  and  words  were  repeated. 
As  they  followed  the  pitch  levels 
with  their  hands,  they  learned  that 
the  second  "Joy  to  the  world"  in 
"An  Easter  Carol"  was  sung  a 
little  lower  than  the  first.  Through 
questioning  Sister  Foster  helped 
them  remember  the  Mozart  "Alle- 
luia," which  they  had  sung  in 
February  and  what  a  joyful  word 
"hallelujah"  is.  (There  are  several 
spellings  of  the  word.) 

As  Sister  Foster  sang  "An  Easter 
Carol"  again,  she  helped  the  chil- 


dren feel  the  pulsating,  throbbing 
rhythm  in  the  music  and  respond 
to  the  STRONG-weak-weak-weak 
pattern  by  a  clap  of  the  hands  fol- 
lowed by  three  snaps  of  the  fingers. 
As  the  children  began  singing  with 
her,  she  helped  them  feel  how  the 
song  starts  quite  strong  and  joy- 
ous, in  the  middle  softens  a  bit 
so  that  the  three  "hallelujah's"  be- 
gin soft,  each  one  becoming  a  little 
louder  and  a  little  higher  until  it 
seems  to  depict  the  miraculous 
resurrection  of  Jesus  from  the 
tomb.  "No  wonder  we  end  with  a 
very  strong  feeling  of  thankfulness 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  giving 
us  his  Son,  so  that  we  too  might 
follow  in  his  way  and  finally  be 
resurrected  to  live  together  with 
our  fathers  and  mothers  and  all 
those  we  love  forever." 

On  subsequent  Sundays  she 
helped  the  children  feel  the  rhythm 
of  the  first  two  "hallelujah's"  and 
how  the  last  "hallelujah"  changes 
in  rhythm  and  becomes  steady.  She 
had  the  organist  play  the  bass  line 
underneath  the  first  two  "hallelu- 
jah's" so  that  the  children  could 
hear  how  the  low  d,  e,  f,  f#,  g,  g# 
rises  from  a  low  note  to  a  much 
higher  level,  again  suggesting  the 
resurrection.  She  especially  taught 
them  how  to  hold  the  four-pulse 
note  at  the  end  of  the  song  and 
even  to  swell  as  the  note  endures 
in  order  to  express  an  honest,  sin- 
cere gratitude  and  joy.  On  the 
board,  next  to  the  March  picture 
of  the  shepherd  and  his  little  lamb. 
Sister  Foster  put  a  beautiful  resur- 
rection picture  (you  might  use  the 
picture  from  the  cover  of  The  In- 
structor, November,  1967).  On 
March  30,  the  Sunday  before 
Easter,  Sister  Foster  introduced  to 
the  children  a  part  that  she  had 


taught  the  accompanist  to  play  as 
an  introduction: 


She  asked  the  children  what  the 
sound  reminded  them  of  and 
guided  them  to  the  answer,  "Easter 
bells."  She  brought  out  the  piece 
of  conduit  pipe  that  had  been 
used  with  "Carol  of  the  Shepherds" 
in  December,  tuned  to  the  pitch 
"g"— a  IO14 "-length  of  ^"-diam- 
eter, thin-wall  electrical  conduit. 
(See  The  Instructor,  January,  1968, 
page  23;  and  October,  1968,  page 
408.)  She  let  a  child  come  up  and 
play  the  pipe  "bell"  along  with  the 
bell  sounds  that  the  accompanist 
was  making  on  the  keyboard  as 
an  introduction  to  their  singing. 

On  April  6  and  April  13  Sister 
Foster  continued  to  use  this 
Easter-emphasis  song.  Since  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  in  her 
ward  to  have  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  children  sing  in  sacrament 
service  at  the  end  of  April,  she 
used  the  remaining  Sundays  in  the 
month  to  finish  memorizing  "He 
Shall  Feed  His  Flock"  (The  In- 
structor, January,  1969)  and  to 
review  and  perfect  "A  Song  of  Joy" 
(The  Instructor,  December,  1968) 
and  "But  the  Lord  Is  Mindful  of 
His  Own"  (The  Instructor,  Novem- 
ber, 1968) .  The  children  sang  these 
hymns  in  sacrament  meeting,  as 
well  as  the  new  Easter  song  with 
the  bell  introduction,  giving  the 
congregation  a  musical  enrich- 
ment which  was  a  highlight  in  the 
worship  experience  of  the  ward. 

— D.  Evan  Davis. 
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Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

Getting  a  book  as  profound  and  difficult  as  the 
Bible  on  the  9-  and  10-year-old's  "favorite  reading" 
list  is  a  challenge  to  any  teacher.  But  for  one  who 
will  put  heart  and  mind  to  the  task  .  .  . 

The 
Bible  Wins 


by  Jewel  B.  Elkington* 


The  introduction  of  my  lesson  manual1  states 
that  as  a  teacher  I  have  three  important  obligations 
to  my  students: 

1.  to  be  INTERESTING, 

2.  to  be  CONVINCING,  and 

3.  to  be  ENTHUSIASTIC, 

Keeping  these  three  things  in  mind  as  I  prepare 
each  lesson  is  a  great  help.  Even  though  my  testi- 
mony is  strong  and  I  feel  that  teaching  this  class  is 
a  privilege  and  an  opportunity,  I  have  found  that  it 
requires  much  work  and  prayer  to  present  interest- 
ing and  meaningful  lessons.  When  I  put  forth  the 
greatest  effort,  I  receive  the  most  inspiration. 

One  of  these  lessons,  "The  Bible — A  Sacred  Rec- 
ord," presented  a  real  challenge:  how  to  make  a 
record  as  profound  and  difficult  as  the  Bible  mean- 
ingful to  a  group  of  lively  9-  and  10-year-olds.  I 
decided  that  the  best  approach  would  be  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  specific  highlights  and  let  them 
meet  and  become  acquainted  with  one  person  from 


the  Bible  rather  than  try  to  cover  the  whole  vast 
general  realm  of  its  contents.  I  wanted  to  stimulate 
the  children  to  further  reading  of  the  sacred  book 
of  scripture  on  their  own.  Instead  of  making  them 
sick  with  a  gallon  of  ice  cream,  I  wanted  to  give 
them  just  a  taste,  and  make  it  so  good  and  so  spe- 
cial that  they  would  be  eager  for  more. 

I  involved  part  of  the  class  with  special  assign- 
ments. 

First,  a  flannelboard  story  about  Jesus  was  as- 
signed to  one  student.  Then  I  wrote  three  children 
short  letters  telling  what  I  wanted  them  to  do.  (It 
is  more  fun  to  get  a  letter  at  this  age  than  a  phone 
call.)  The  assignments  given  were: 

1.  Find  out  the  meaning  of  the  word  "Bible." 
Into  what  two  parts  is  the  Bible  divided,  and 
why? 

2.  Read  the  Book  of  Proverbs  and  choose  three 
you  would  especially  like  to  read  to  the  class. 

3.  Choose  your  favorite  Old  Testament  person. 
After  reading  about  him  or  her  in  the  Bible, 
prepare  to  retell  the  story  in  class. 

Last  of  all,  to  make  the  Bible  come  alive,  I  ar- 
ranged for  Moses  to  come  in  person  and  tell  his 
story. 

This  was  accomplished  through  the  cooperation 
of  a  willing  husband  dressed  in  an  old  army  blanket 
for  a  robe,  a  piece  of  burlap  tied  with  a  rope  for  a 
head  covering,  a  dark  length  of  fabric  for  an  under 
robe;  and  barefoot  (he  owned  no  sandals),  and  carry- 
ing a  staff  (a  big  stick  found  in  the  yard).  Last, 
but  certainly  not  least,  was  his  flowing  white  beard. 

About  halfway  through  the  class  period  Moses 
knocked  on  the  door  and  was  invited  in.  The  look 


(Especially  for  teachers  of  children  and  youth;  and  of  general 
interest.) 

*  Jewel  (Mrs.  Larry)  Elkington  is  a  Sunday  School  teacher  in 
the  Bountiful  13th  Ward,  Bountiful  North    (Utah)   Stake. 
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of  surprise  and  delight  on  the  children's  faces  and 
the  attention  they  gave  him  as  he  talked  more  than 
repaid  the  effort  I  had  put  forth  in  preparation. 

Moses  profoundly  and  realistically  related  some 
of  the  events  of  his  life  as  he  went  forward  in 
obedience  to  all  of  God's  commands  to  him.  He 
explained  how  the  Lord  gave  him  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments. Then  he  went  through  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments with  the  students,  stressing  several, 
including  number  five,  and  impressing  them  with 
the  seriousness  of  honoring  and  obeying  their  par- 
ents and  their  Father  in  heaven. 

To  help  the  children  remember  and  impress  upon 
them  certain  highlights  of  the  Bible,  I  gave  each  of 
them  several  items  to  take  home  and  display  or  put 


in  their  scrapbooks.  These  included  an  ornate  copy 
of  the  Ten  Commandments,  a  small  picture  of  Moses 
breaking  the  stone  tablets,  a  bookmark  with  the 
books  of  the  Bible  listed  on  it,  a  chart  of  the  Beati- 
tudes, and  a  small  picture  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount. 

Certainly  other  characters  from  the  Bible  could 
visit  a  class.  The  idea  of  such  a  special  visitor  is 
one  that  can  be  used  only  occasionally;  but  if  it  is 
well  done,  it  will  make  the  Bible  live  and  help  class 
members  think  of  these  great  people  as  real  and  not 
just  characters  in  a  book.  Most  important,  it  will 
stir  in  the  students  a  desire  to  read  and  learn  more 
about  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible. 
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BARTIMAEUS 


He  sat  beside  the  road  to  Jericho, 
And  measured  sandalbeats  and  ate  the  dust 
And  waited.  Soon  or  late  someone  would  go 
Near  and  drop  his  alms,  feeling  he  must. 

This  day  the  surging  crowd  left  little  breath 
For  one  so  low;  ever  a  greater  tide 
Of  footfalls  followed  the  man  from  Nazareth. 
Out  of  his  lonely  dark  the  blind  one  cried: 


"Jesus,  Thou  Son  of  David,  mercy  on  me!" 
Over  the  people's  protest  flew  the  word, 
The  Messianic  title,  Divinity. 
Twice  Bartimaeus  called,  and  Jesus  heard. 

I,  who  stumble  though  I  see,  would  borrow 
Vision  like  this  and  faith  for  all  tomorrow. 

— Mabel  Jones  Gabbott. 


FEBRUARY     1969 


67 


Recently  the  new  pre-service  teacher  training  course  was  launched 
in  the  wards  and  branches  of  a  few  stakes  in  the  Church.  Many  other 
wards  and  branches  are  in  various  stages  of  preparation  for  this  course. 
On  the  assumption  that  the  experiences  of  those  who  pilot  a  program 
can  be  of  assistance  to  others  initiating  it,  stake  teacher  trainers  from 
four  pilot  stakes  were  asked  to  make  observations  about  their  accom- 
plishments.   Their  experiences  are  ... 
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Submitted  by  Ruel  A.  Allred 


TEAMWORK  SPELLS  SUCCESS 

The  new  pre-service  teacher 
training  course  was  taught  in  the 
Monument  Park  Stake  both  in  the 
fall  of  1967  and  in  the  spring  of 
1968.  All  eight  wards  in  the  stake 
participated.  There  were  over  100 
"graduates"  who  received  a  certi- 
ficate upon  completion  of  the  11- 
week  course  of  training. 

There  were  many  enthusiastic 
reports  from  participants.  A  num- 
ber of  college  students  who  were 
majoring  in  teacher  education  re- 
marked on  how  much  the  micro - 
teaching  helped  them.  Adults  who 
had  taught  for  years  reported  that 
they  gained  new  insight  into  the 
use  of  behavioral  objectives  and 
teaching  with  a  specific  purpose. 
There  was  a  general  consensus 
that  as  soon  as  teachers  moved 
into  the  actual  experience  of  micro-teaching,  their 
interest  in  methods  of  teaching  was  greatly  exhilar- 
ated. 

Here  are  the  steps  we  took  to  succeed: 

1.  Instructions:  Administration  instructions  from 
the  course  manual  were  followed  carefully. 

2.  Organizing:  The  new  program  was  organized 
during  the  summer  of  1967.  The  stake  presidency 
met  with  ward  bishops  and  emphasized  the  im- 
portance of  the  pre-service  teacher  training  course. 
One  of  the  counselors  in  the  stake  presidency  was 
appointed  to  follow  through  on  the  program.  A  high 
councilor  was  appointed  to  meet  with  the  Stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency  and  give  support 
to  the  program. 


3.  Class  Members:  The  bishops  were  given  the 
responsibility  of  calling  the  eight 
pre-service  teachers  to  take  the 
teacher  training  course  in  each  of 
their  wards. 

4.  Problems:  The  stake  teachei 
trainer  was  asked  to  meet  each 
Sunday  morning  with  the  stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency. 
The  teacher  trainer  reported  any 
problems  at  this  meeting.  Con- 
tacts with  the  ward  Sunday  School 
superintendents  were  handled  with 
dispatch.  Any  problem  that  in- 
volved the  bishops  was  taken  over 
by  the  high  councilor.  If  urgent 
problems  needed  attention,  the 
high  councilor  stepped  to  the  door 
of  the  room  where  the  stake  presi- 
dency was  meeting  and  asked  for 
the  counselor  in  the  stake  presi- 
dency to  come  into  the  meeting 
with  the  Sunday  School  superintendency.  This  quick 
contact  was  a  great  help  in  preventing  any  breakdown 
in  the  program. 

5.  A  Key  Factor:  The  stake  teacher  trainer  met 
weekly  with  the  ward  teacher  trainers.  Problems 
were  discussed  and  solved  through  the  proper  chan- 
nels. The  ward  teacher  trainers  felt  free  to  admit 
limitations,  but  at  the  same  time  they  supported  the 
program  and  helped  build  confidence  that  it  would 
succeed.  The  morale  was  splendid  in  these  group 
meetings.  Each  trainer  recognized  that  he  had  the 
support  and  confidence  of  those  directing  the  pro- 
gram. This  weekly  meeting  was  one  of  the  key  fac- 
tors in  making  a  success  of  the  program. 

6.  Graduation:  At  the  conclusion  of  the  11-week 
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course,  the  bishops  allowed  part  of  a  sacrament  meet- 
ing to  be  used  to  extoll  the  importance  of  better 
teachers  in  the  Church.  At  this  meeting,  certificates 
were  awarded  to  those  who  had  completed  the  pre- 
service  teacher  training  course. 

7.  Teamwork:  The  success  of  this  new  program 
for  teacher  training  was  largely  due  to  a  united  and 
enthusiastic  spirit  of  teamwork.  There  was  a  dedi- 
cated and  loyal  support  from  the  stake  presidency 
down  to  the  ward  level. 
— Roy  West, 

Monument  Park  Stake  Teacher  Trainer. 

PRAYER  AND  EFFORT 

It  was  frightening  to  be  introduced  to  this  pro- 
gram because  the  task  seemed  very  great.  But  as 
we  prayed  and  put  our  best  efforts  into  it,  things 
began  to  open  up  and  problems  were  solved.  We  sum 
up  the  reasons  for  the  success  of  this  program  in 
Nebo  Stake  as  follows: 

1.  Ward  Teacher  Trainers:  Seven  wards  in  our 
stake  carried  on  the  teacher  training  program.  Each 
class  had  approximately  eight  students,  making  a 
total  of  about  56  graduates. 

The  willingness  of  these  teachers  to  put  in  hours 
of  preparation  contributed  much  to  the  success  of 
this  program.  Each  week  they  faithfully  evaluated 
the  previous  week's  lesson  and  sent  their  evaluation 
to  me  to  be  compiled  and  sent  on  to  ^  the  general 
board.  The  service  these  people  rendered  is  in- 
valuable. 

2.  The  Curriculum:  Herein  lies  the  strength  and 
the  success  of  the  teacher  training  program: 

a.  The  course  was  long  enough  to  cover  the  im- 
portant aspects  of  teaching,  yet  short  enough 
to  hold  the  interest  of  all  participants. 

b.  The  course  content  was  clearly  and  simply 
written;  students  could  easily  understand  it. 

c.  The  course  involved  students  in  doing  things 
and  actually  using  the  principles  taught.  It 
was  a  "doing"  course,  not  a  "listening"  one. 

d.  A  variety  of  lesson  subjects  helped  the  stu- 
dents realize  what  a  tremendous  task  teach- 
ing really  is  and  that  it  cannot  all  be  learned 
in  one  short  course  but  takes  years  of  prepara- 
tion and  experience. 

The  call  to  participate  in  this  program  came 
through  the  priesthood  leadership  of  the  ward.  We 
feel  that  all  who  took  this  course  benefitted  greatly, 
and  we  recommend  that  all  those  who  are  now  teach- 
ing and  those  who  intend  to  teach  become  acquainted 
with  the  course. 

— Edra  A.  Peterson, 

Nebo  Stake  Teacher  Trainer. 


ENTHUSIASM  AND  COOPERATION 

The  new  teacher  training  program  is  an  inspira- 
tion and  a  challenge.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  "musts" 
that  I  found  essential  as  a  stake  teacher  trainer  in 
order  to  make  the  program  a  success  in  Granger 
Stake. 

1.  Companionship  of  the  Spirit:  Pray  and  live  so 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  can  be  with  you  and  your  team 
of  ward  teacher  trainers  to  instill  complete  harmony 
and  help  you  function  effectively. 

2.  Enthusiasm:  Realize  the  importance  and  far- 
reaching  effects  of  training  teachers  to  teach  the 
gospel.  You  must  be  willing  to  try  new  methods. 
You  must  become  so  converted  to,  and  so  enthusi- 
astic about,  the  new  course  that  your  enthusiasm 
will  spread  throughout  your  stake. 

The  course  can  be  successful  only  when  your 
stake  enjoys  100%  cooperation  from  everyone — from 
the  stake  presidency  to  the  pre-service  teacher. 
Without  this  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and  cooperation, 
you  just  can't  have  maximum  success. 

3.  Preparation:  TEACHING  TAKES  TIME! 
(My  husband  bears  testimony  to  this.)  Be  willing 
to  spend  the  time  necessary  to  comprehend  the 
teaching  principles  and  methods  taught  in  the  course. 
The  weekly  workshops  are  essential,  and  it  is  up  to 
you  to  be  fully  prepared  to  communicate  the  ideas 
and  skills  of  this  course  to  your  ward  teacher  train- 
ers.   You  will  learn  a  lot  from  them,  too. 

The  course  was  a  success,  and  we  have  many 
people  telling  us,  "Hurry  and  start  the  course  again. 
I  want  to  take  it!" 

This  course,  with  its  new  approaches  to  teaching 
and  its  streamlined  audio-visual  aids,  is  inspiring. 
If  you  will  go  into  this  program  with  the  right  atti- 
tude and  spirit,  and  give  it  the  best  efforts  you  have, 
you  will  have  one  of  the  choicest  experiences  of  your 
life. 

— Louise  B.  Tew, 

Granger  Stake  Teacher  Trainer. 


INSPIRED  OF  GOD 

The  inspiration  behind  the  new  teacher  training 
course  was  manifest  to  me  on  many  occasions  while 
piloting  the  new  course  in  Snowflake  Stake. 

We  prayerfully  sought  the  counsel  and  guidance 
of  the  Lord,  who  "upbraideth  not"  but  gave  liberally 
in  response  to  our  supplication.  Although  we  cer- 
tainly did  not  achieve  perfection  in  the  operation  of 
the  program,  we  did  accomplish  a  great  deal.  The 
following  factors  were  important  in  our  success: 

(Concluded  on  page  71.) 
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In  a  world  of  confusion,  compromise,  and  rejection 
of  God  and  Christ,  the  gospel  proclaims  the  reality 
of   their   being   and  challenges   mankind   with   the 

question  .  .  . 

HAVE  YOU 

ABANDONED 

GOD? 


by  Gerald  E.  Jones* 


Contemporary  theology  in  Protestantism  has 
taken  an  interesting  turn  during  the  last  decade.  In 
England,  Bishop  John  A.  Robinson  has  written 
Honest  to  God,  a  book  that  points  out  the  radical 
differences  between  secular  sophisticates  of  today 
and  the  Biblical  theology  of  early  Anglican  creeds.  In 
America  the  "death-of-God"  theology  speaks  of  the 
same  problem.  God  is  no  longer  alive  for  the  secular 
world.  But  the  "death-of-God"  theology  is  advocated 
not  only  by  secular  atheists;  this  strange  doctrine  is 
also  taught  by  many  Protestant  theologians — some  of 
whom  are  professors  in  religious  schools.1 

The  modern  "death-of-God"  theory  found  one 
of  its  first  spokesmen  in  the  German  philosopher. 
Friedrich  Nietzsche  (1844-1900).  He  gives  an  in- 
cisive commentary  on  the  death  of  Deity  in  "The  Gay 
Science."2  In  this  article  Nietzsche  has  a  "madman" 
propound  the  doctrine  that  when  man  forgets  or 
denies  God,  God  dies.  (In  other  words,  God  lives 
only  in  the  mind  of  man.) 

Though  Nietzsche  was  atheistic  in  his  views,  the 
paradoxical  concept  of  a  dead  God  was  developed  by 
theologians  as  a  catch-phrase  to  attract  attention  to 
the  rejection  by  modern  man  of  a  heavenly  being 
who  is  a  personal  Father.  Many  "death-of-God" 
theologians  believe  God  has  manifest  himself  on 
earth  ages  ago  but  that  there  is  no  empirical  or 
logical  evidence  that  he  has  done  so  recently.  This 
is  reminiscent  of  the  position  of  the  17th-  and  18th- 
century  deists,  who  held  that  God  created  the  earth 
but  then  abandoned  it. 

Admittedly,  when  the  phrase  "Death  of  God" 
was  first  heard,  there  was  some  question  as  to  what 
the  religious  world  was  coming  to  when  it  openly 
taught  such  an  irreligious  doctrine.  But  the  more  the 
subject  is  studied,  the  more  it  becomes  obvious  that 
these  spokesmen  for  Protestantism  are  actually 
being  very  honest  with  themselves. 

In  the  United  States  a  person  is  legally  dead  if 
he  has  been  missing  for  seven  years.  For  example, 
even  if  no  one  has  seen  the  person's  body,  he  is  con- 
sidered legally  dead  if  he  has  not  been  heard  from. 
Unless  it  can  be  proven  that  he  is  still  alive,  his  mate 
can  remarry  legally,  and  his  insurance  can  be  col- 


(For  Course  18,  lesson  of  March  9,  "God's  Relationship  to  Man  ; 
for  Course  30,  lesson  of  May  4,  "Sons  and  Daughters  of  God  ;  and 
of  general  interest.) 

*  Gerald  E.  Jones,  after  serving  from  1952-54  in  the  North  Central 
States  Mission,  took  a  B.S.  (1957)  and  an  M.A.  (1960)  .from  Brigham 
Young  University.  He  has  been  a  principal  of  seminaries  in  Arizona, 
Utah,  and  Idaho,  and  is  now  director  of  the  Institute  of  Religion  and 
chairman  of  the  School  of  Religion  at  the  University  of  Wyoming. 
He  is  first  counselor  in  the  bishopric  of  the  Laramie  Second  Ward, 
Cheyenne  (Wyoming)  Stake.  His  wife  is  Joyce  Lindstrom;  the 
couple  have  four  children. 

iSoim  representatives  are  Thomas  J.  J.  Altizer  of  Emory  Univer- 
sity, Paul  van  Buren  of  Temple  University,  William  Hamilton  at 
Colgate-Rochester  Divinity  School,  and  Gabriel  Vahanian  of  Syracuse 
University.  This  article  does  not  intend  to  present  their  varying 
views.  The  point  stressed  by  the  author  is  seen  as  only  one  aspect 
of  their  thought. 

2See  Nietzsche:  An  Anthology  of  His  Works;  Washington  Square 
Press,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1964. 
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lected  by  the  beneficiaries.  For  these  reasons,  among 
others,  some  theologians  with  sharp  insight  have 
asked  the  question:  "What  about  God?  Have  the 
members  of  our  church  ever  seen  or  heard  from 
God?  Our  Protestant  theology  presupposes  the 
ridiculousness  of  the  question.  Protestant  creeds 
teach  that  God  cannot  be  seen  or  heard  from  in  an 
empirical  way.  Since  God  is  silent  and  unseen,  he 
might  as  well  be  dead!"  The  much-proclaimed  ob- 
servation that  the  teachings  and  practice  of  Protes- 
tant churches  are  becoming  more  and  more  secular 
and  further  from  Biblical  religion  is  more  evidence  of 
the  lack  of  communication  between  God  and  man. 

A  witty  criticism  of  the  "death-of-God"  theology 
is  a  widespread  anecdote  about  two  notes.  One 
states:  "God  is  dead!"  signed  Nietzsche.  A  later  note 
is  found  stating:  "Nietzsche  is  dead,"  signed  God. 
Even  though  this  is  meant  as  a  sharp  retort  to  the 
"death-of-God"  theologians,  they  do  not  mind.  They 
feel  the  point  is  that  we  remember  the  teachings  of 
many  men,  including  Nietzsche  and  Jesus,  after  they 
are  dead.  Monuments  and  buildings  commemorate 
great  men.  Their  teachings  are  used  as  texts  long 
after  their  death.  We  do  the  same  thing  with  God's 
teachings.  This  is  an  explanation  of  contemporary 
Christianity  by  some  Protestant  theologians. 

It  is  obvious  that  Latter-day  Saints  do  not  accept 
the  above  definitions.  Joseph  Smith  and  Church 
leaders  since  have  humbly  proclaimed  that  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son  have  been  seen  since  their  supposed 


demise  over  nineteen  hundred  years  ago.  Latter-day 
Saint  theology  proclaims  that  God  has  guided  his 
Church  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  with  communica- 
tion through  his  prophets.  Modern-day  revelation  is 
a  most  important  tenet  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
True,  many  have  not  seen  these  divine  beings,  just  as 
many  have  not  seen  many  human  rulers  living  in 
various  parts  of  the  earth;  but  messages  can  and 
have  been  received  from  them  to  reassure  us  that 
they  live. 

Perhaps,  as  Latter-day  Saints,  we  can  learn  from 
this  strange  doctrine,  however: 

What  is  our  personal  standing  with  God? 

Has  he  heard  from  us  during  the  past  seven  years? 

Has  there  been  communication  between  us  and 
our  Father  in  heaven  or  his  messengers? 

Or  is  it  the  case  that  either  he  or  ourselves  might 
be  dead? 

In  summary,  it  may  be  well  to  commend  these 
brave  theologians  for  their  intellectual  honesty  in 
taking  their  creeds  and  practice  to  their  ultimate 
and  logical  conclusion.  The  results  they  have  pointed 
out  should  alert  those  who  see  problems  in  certain 
creeds  and  the  modern  world.  Latter-day  Saints 
have  an  excellent  opportunity  at  this  time  to  bear 
witness  that  such  doctrines  and  conclusions  are  not 
true.  The  "good  news"  of  our  Father's  continual 
communication  with  mankind  should  be  spread  far 
and  wide. 
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"OF  GOOD   REPORT"     (Concluded  from  page  69.) 

1.  Following  Instructions:  We  followed  the  ad- 
ministration instructions  closely  in  the  operation  of 
the  course. 

2.  Cooperation:  Our  stake  leadership  supported 
and  sustained  us  in  our  calling.  Our  bishops  and 
ward  Sunday  School  superintendencies  performed 
well  in  the  duties  required  of  them,  such  as  class- 
room scheduling,  arranging  for  micro-students  and 
escorting  them  to  and  from  the  training  lessons, 
prompt  ordering  of  all  materials,  and  properly  call- 
ing the  class  members. 

3.  Proper  Calling:  With  the  bishops'  cooperation, 
I  feel  that  our  ward  teacher  trainers  were  properly 
called.  Their  assignment  was  thoroughly  explained 
to  them,  and  they  accepted  wholeheartedly. 


4.  Weekly  Workshops:  The  weekly  workshops 
were  vital  to  our  success.  At  each  session  we  fasted 
and  prayed  for  the  spiritual  strength  needed  to  fulfill 
our  assignments.  A  rapport  grew  among  us  enabling 
all  to  interact  freely  while  previewing  the  upcoming 
lesson.  Problems  were  discussed,  lesson  misinterpre- 
tations identified  and  reconciled  to  the  lesson  intent. 
We  prayed,  planned,  laughed  and  frowned  together 
in  our  workshops.  Truly,  all  were  edified  together. 
The  course  was  successful  mainly,  I  feel,  as  a  result 
of  the  weekly  workshops.  Through  these  the  ward 
teacher  trainers  were  inspired  to  go  forth  diligently 
in  their  lesson  presentations. 

— Virgil  R.  Howard, 

Snowflake  Stake  Teacher  Trainer. 
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THE  EAGER 
STEWARD 


A  loud  knock  awoke  a  servant  early  one  morning. 
Upon  opening  the  door  of  his  humble  cottage,  he 
was  surprised  to  find  his  master  awaiting  him. 

"I  am  taking  a  journey.  Would  you  like  to  join 
me?"  asked  the  master. 

"Most  certainly,"  replied  the  servant.  "Will  we 
be  gone  long?" 

"Only  a  few  days." 

The  way  was  new  to  the  servant,  and  he  saw 
many  interesting  and  beautiful  things.  But  none  so 
beautiful  as  the  sight  he  beheld  when  they  reached 
their  destination. 

As  they  came  over  the  brow  of  a  hill,  stretched 
out  below  them  was  the  most  luxuriant  valley  the 
servant  had  ever  seen.  Flowing  through  the  fields, 
deep  and  green  with  grass  and  foliage,  was  a  sparkling 
stream  which  the  master  said  teemed  with  fish. 
Cattle  and  other  animals  were  grazing.  Bees  were 
buzzing  as  they  gathered  nectar  from  the  profusion 
of  flowers.  Across  the  valley,  the  slopes  of  a  mountain 
were  covered  with  trees,  and  the  master  said  precious 
ore  and  stones  were  under  the  surface. 

"How  would  you  like  to  move  your  family  here 
and  live  in  this  valley?"  asked  the  master.  "You 
could  till  these  fertile  fields,  build  a  mill  on  the 
stream,  cut  the  trees,  and  mine  the  minerals." 

"Oh,  there  is  nothing  I  would  like  more,"  replied 
the  servant.  "But,  if  I  worked  all  the  rest  of  my  life, 
I  wouldn't  have  enough  money  to  pay  for  even  a 
portion  of  this  beautiful  valley." 

"This  valley  is  not  for  sale,"  said  the  master.  "I 
propose  only  to  share  it  with  you." 

"That  would  be  splendid,"  said  the  servant 
eagerly.  "I  could  farm  the  land,  build  factories,  raise 
cattle,  gather  the  honey;  and  50  percent  of  all  I  raised 
or  produced  I  would  gladly  pay  you  for  the  privilege 
of  living  here  and  using  these  rich  resources." 

"But  I  don't  require  50  percent,"  was  the  mas- 
ter's astonishing  response.  "For  your  use  of  every- 
thing in  this  valley,  I  require  only  10  percent  of  your 
annual  increase." 

"Gladly  will  I  pay  you  a  tenth  of  all  I  produce. 
You  are  most  generous."  And  gratitude  filled  the 
eyes  of  the  servant  as  he  spoke  to  his  master.  "To 
what  point  shall  I  deliver  each  year  your  tenth  of  the 
field  and  of  the  flock  and  of  the  factory?" 

(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  April  27,  "We  Pay  Tithing";  for  Course 
28,  lessons  of  March  9  and  16,  "Consecration  and  Stewardship"  and 
"Law  of  Tithing";   and  of  general  interest.) 


"I  do  not  wish  to  take  delivery.  I  wish  to  leave 
my  tenth  with  you." 

"Leave  your  tenth?"  The  servant  now  was  dumb- 
founded. 

"Yes,  leave  it  with  you  to  be  used  as  I  designate — 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows,  the  fatherless,  the  sick 
and  the  needy  in  the  valley;  and  to  build  houses  in 
which  to  worship,  that  you  may  ever  remember  to  live 
a  good  life;  to  be  obedient  to  all  the  instructions  I 
leave  with  you,  and  to  be  helpful  and  generous  to 
others.  One  more  thing  I  would  require  of  you — 
that  you  instruct  your  children,  and  they  their 
children  for  all  succeeding  generations,  that  the  rent 
for  this  valley  is  10  percent." 

The  servant  faithfully  promised  not  only  to  pay 
the  10  percent  during  his  lifetime,  but  to  teach  each 
of  his  children  to  do  likewise,  and  they  their  children 
after  them.  And  for  generations  the  greater  part 
of  the  servant's  descendants  kept  their  promise,  and 
the  rent  was  used  for  the  purposes  the  master  had 
designated. 

But  as  time  progressed,  the  people  in  the  valley 
became  careless,  and  then  forgetful.  Some  saw  no 
need  to  foster  the  activities  for  which  the  rent  had 
been  used.  Others  continued  a  part  of  the  activities 
but  raised  the  necessary  funds  in  other  ways — a  tenth 
seemed  far  too  much. 

One  day  the  master  visited  the  valley  and  re- 
minded the  residents  of  his  instructions.  He  told 
them  that  if  they  would  return  unto  him  that  he 
would  return  unto  them.  But  many,  untaught,  did 
not  even  know  what  he  was  talking  about.  "Wherein 
shall  we  return?"  they  asked. 

"Will  a  man  rob  his  master?  Yet  you  have 
robbed  me." 

"Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee?"  asked  the  occu- 
pants of  the  valley,  some  innocently,  some  knowingly. 

"In  the  10  percent  rent  you  were  to  pay  me.  If 
you  choose  not  to  pay,  then  you  are  using  the  land 
and  resources  unlawfully  and  you  will  be  deprived 
of  the  promises  I  have  made.  But  if  you  will  repent, 
and  bring  your  rent  to  the  storehouse  I  have  desig- 
nated, you  can  prove  to  your  own  satisfaction  that 
I  will  bless  you  beyond  your  capacity  to  receive." 

The  Master  is  coming. 

Will  we  be  embarrassed  to  have  him  remind  us 
that  our  rent  is  not  paid — that  we  have  robbed  him? 
Are  we  not  in  need  of  the  blessings  he  has  promised 
us — both  individually  and  as  residents  of  the 
"valley"? 

Is  not  his  work  and  his  business  suffering  as  a 
result  of  our  failure  to  pay  the  rent? 

Do  we  have  the  wisdom  and  the  courage  to  fol- 
low his  instructions?  — Richard  W.  May  cock. 
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tithing  through the  ages 


EVENT 


From  the  spoils  of  victory  over  King 
Chedorlaomer,  Abram  (Abraham) 
paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek,  king  of 
Salem  and  priest  of  the  most  high 
God. 


In  Mount  Sinai,  the  Lord  gave 
Moses  commandments  on  tithing, 
for  the  children  of  Israel. 


King  Hezekiah  restored  the  laws 
and  commandments  of  God  in  Is- 
rael. 


After  their  captivity  the  children  of 
Israel  returned  to  Jerusalem  and 
renewed  their  covenants.  Tithing 
was  reinstated. 


During  his  earthly  mission  Jesus 
reproved  the  Pharisees,  noting  that 
they  kept  the  letter  but  not  the  spirit 
of  the  law  of  tithing. 


Paul,  writing  to  the  Hebrews,  speaks 
of  the  Levites  and  tithing. 


When  Jesus  visited  the  Nephites  on 
the  American  continent  after  his 
crucifixion  (about  34  A.D.),  he  re- 
minded the  people  of  Malachi's 
words. 


A  warning  was  given  to  the  saints 
on  September  11, 1831,  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 


SCRIPTURE 


"And  he  blessed  him,  and  said,  Blessed  be  Abram  of 
the  most  high  God,  possessor  of  heaven  and  earth: 
And  blessed  be  the  most  high  God,  which  hath  de- 
livered thine  enemies  into  thy  hand.  And  he  gave  him 
tithes  of  all." 

"And  all  the  tithe  of  the  land,  whether  of  the  seed  of 
the  land,  or  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  is  the  Lord's:  it  is 
holy  unto  the  Lord.  And  concerning  the  tithe  of  the 
herd,  or  of  the  flock,  even  of  whatsoever  passeth  under 
the  rod,  the  tenth  shall  be  holy  unto  the  Lord." 

".  .  .  The  children  of  Israel  brought  in  abundance  the 
firstfruits  of  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  and  honey,  and  of  all 
the  increase  of  the  field;  and  the  tithe  of  all  things  .  .  . 
they  also  brought  in  the  tithe  of  oxen  and  sheep,  and 
the  tithe  of  holy  things  . . .  And  brought  in  the  offerings 
and  the  tithes  and  the  dedicated  things  faithfully.  .  .  ." 

"And  that  we  should  bring  the  firstfruits  of  our  dough, 
and  our  offerings,  and  the  fruit  of  all  manner  of  trees, 
of  wine  and  of  oil,  unto  the  priests,  to  the  chambers  of 
the  house  of  our  God;  and  the  tithes  of  our  ground 
unto  the  Levites,  that  the  same  Levites  might  have  the 
tithes  in  all  the  cities  of  our  tillage  .  .  .  and  the  Levites 
shall  bring  up  the  tithe  of  the  tithes  unto  the  house 
of  our  God,  to  the  chambers,  into  the  treasure  house." 

"But  woe  unto  you,  Pharisees!  for  ye  tithe  mint  and  rue 
and  all  manner  of  herbs,  and  pass  over  judgment 
and  the  love  of  God:  these  ought  ye  to  have  done, 
and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone." 

"And  verily  they  that  are  of  the  sons  of  Levi,  who  re- 
ceive the  office  of  the  priesthood,  have  a  commandment 
to  take  tithes  of  the  people  according  to  the  law,  that 
is,  of  their  brethren,  though  they  come  out  of  the 
loins  of  Abraham." 

"Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me.  But  ye 
say:  Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee?  In  tithes  and  offer- 
ings. Ye  are  cursed  with  a  curse,  for  ye  have  robbed 
me,  even  this  whole  nation.  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes 
into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  my 
house;  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord 
of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven, 
and  pour  you  out  a  blessing  that  there  shall  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it." 

"Behold,  now  it  is  called  today  until  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  Man,  and  verily  it  is  a  day  of  sacrifice,  and  a 
day  for  the  tithing  of  my  people;  for  he  that  is  tithed 
shall  not  be  burned  at  his  coming." 
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TALLEST  FLOWER 

Scene  in  Martinique:  A  paradise  with  a  French  accent. 


<*>. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


Never  have  I  begun  writing 
a  piece  in  a  setting  quite  like  this. 
Through  a  grove  of  coconut  palms, 
I  look  out  toward  the  turquoise 
Caribbean  Sea.  It  is  laced  with 
white  breakers  moving  in  toward 
lush,  mountainous  shores. 

The  sky  is  wedgewood  blue, 
figured  artfully  with  marble-white 
clouds.  All  around  amid  the  green- 
ery are  splashes  of  brilliant  reds, 
yellows,  purples,  and  pinks.  They 
are  hibiscus,  bougainvillaea,  an- 
thuriums,  and  other  flowers  of  the 
tropics. 

This  is  the  island  of  Martinique, 
"rising  from  the  Caribbean  like  a 
water  lily  upon  a  pond."  Marti- 
nique, under  the  French  flag,  lies 
midway  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  Venezuelan  coast  in  an  arc  of 
islands  called  the  Lesser  Antilles. 

Martinique's  people  are  gen- 
erally a  handsome  blend  of  French, 
Indian,  and  African,  who  wear 
broad-brimmed  smiles  and  straw 
hats  as  they  move  with  their 
market  baskets  or  machetes  along 
the  winding  roads.  The  roads  cut 
through  verdant  groves  of  banana, 
orange,  or  avocado  trees;  or 
through  tall  stands  of  mahogany, 
bamboo,  sugar  cane;  or  through 
leafy    mixes    of    untamed    trees 


(For  Course  26,  lessons  of  April  13  and 
May  18,  "Gifts  for  the  Benefit  of  All"  and 
"The  World  Around  Us";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lessons  29  and  33;  and  of  gen- 
eral interest.) 


tangled  with  vines.  Never  have  I 
enjoyed  grapefruit  like  that  on 
Martinique — almost  as  large  as  a 
volleyball. 

The  island's  original  inhabitants 
were  the  Carib  Indians,  said  to  be 
the  inventors  of  the  hammock. 
They  called  their  home,  "Island  of 
Flowers"  or  "Madinina,"  later  gal- 
licized  into  "Martinique."  The  Ca- 
ribs  greeted  Columbus  with  a 
shower  of  arrows  when  he  visited 
the  island  in  1502. 

Martinique  is  the  birthplace  of 
a  planter's  comely  Creole  daughter 
named  Josephine,  who  won  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte's  heart  and 
became  empress  of  France.  French 
warships  based  at  Martinique 
sailed  to  Yorktown  to  help  George 
Washington  win  a  decisive  Revolu- 
tionary War  victory. 

One  of  our  problems  in  enjoying 
this  paradise  with  its  French  ac- 
cent was  finding  someone  who 
could  converse  well  in  English.  At 
the  airport,  in  the  post  office,  in 
the  shops  and  hotels,  among  the 
taxi  drivers,  and  even  with  the 
guides,  we  had  trouble. 

This  morning,  in  the  lobby  of 
our  hotel  as  I  sat  looking  at  pic- 
tures in  a  French  magazine,  I  was 
greeted:  "Are  you  having  a  pleas- 
ant stay  here?" 

Looking  up,  I  saw  a  dark- 
skinned  woman  mopping  the  floor. 
She  appeared  to  be  about  70,  was 
thin  and  somewhat  bent,  but  when 


she  smiled  she  showed  teeth  as 
white  as  snow. 

Later  today  I  met  her  again 
as  she  came  with  bucket  and  mop 
to  clean  our  red- tiled  cottage  room. 
I  asked  her  more  about  the  island. 
She  gave  me  the  French  name  of  a 
bush  near  our  cottage,  covered 
with  pink  flowers.  She  spelled  it 
out:  laurier. 

"My,  you  speak  excellent  Eng- 
lish, the  best  I  have  found  on  the 
island,"  I  said. 

She  smiled.  "I  come  from  St. 
Lucia  Island,  only  about  25  miles 
from  Martinique.  It  is  British,  you 
know.  I  was  a  schoolteacher  there. 
I  like  to  read  a  lot." 

We  talked  more.  It  was  wonder- 
ful to  chat  with  someone  who 
seemed  to  understand  everything 
I  said.  It  was  even  more  enjoyable 
to  talk  to  someone  more  interested 
in  us  than  a  potential  tip  or  sale. 
She  completed  her  cleaning  as  we 
read  on  the  patio. 

Returning  to  our  room  after  she 
had  gone,  we  found  something  new 
had  been  added:  a  beautiful  bou- 
quet of  lavender  bougainvillaea  in 
a  green  vase. 

As  I  reflect  now  on  our  visit  to 
lovely,  fragrant  Martinique,  no 
flower  stands  so  tall  as  the  bent 
lady  with  the  mop.  She  is  the 
one  with  whom  we  could  really 
communicate. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 
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